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The House met at 1:30 p.m. 
[bookmark: _Toc158116742][bookmark: _Toc212639988]Prayer or Reflection
---Prayer or reflection
[bookmark: _Hlk190182312][bookmark: _Hlk198826041][bookmark: _Hlk198899841]SPEAKER (HON. SHANE THOMPSON): Please be seated. Colleagues, before we get going, I'd like to welcome the students from NJ McPherson, the grade 5 glass. So we're going to be on our best behaviour, right, colleagues, for our amazing students. So welcome to our Assembly. 
Ministers' statements. Minister for ECC. 
[bookmark: _Toc212639989]Ministers’ Statements
[bookmark: _Toc212639990]Minister’s Statement 148-20(1):
2025 Wildfire Season
HON. JAY MACDONALD: Mr. Speaker, the territory's 2025 wildfire season was a challenging one. With 201 wildfires and nearly 1.4 million hectares burned, this was one of the most active wildfire seasons in Northwest Territories' history.
I want to acknowledge the tireless dedication, personal sacrifice, and incredible teamwork of our staff. Wildfire crews showed up day after day to protect our territory. These efforts deserve the recognition and appreciation of this House. Fire seasons in the NWT used to last 8 to 10 weeks each summer. But with climate change in recent years, we have seen crews and fire personnel actively responding to fires for five straight months, from May until October.
Mr. Speaker, this season marked the fourth in a row with prolonged drought conditions, creating extreme fire behaviour, causing some fires to burn nearly a meter underground. Our air crews, ground personnel, and support teams held, brought under control, or put out more than 100 fires this year. And most importantly, no one was hurt, and no homes were lost in our communities thanks to the hard work of wildfire responders. Carefully planned ignition operations in communities like Gameti, Whati, and Fort Providence successfully stopped wildfire spread. 
Mr. Speaker, after the 2023 wildfire season, the government made changes to improve how we fight fires based on the recommendations from operational review. In response to that review, we began using new fire behaviour tools to provide timely, accurate forecasts and to support safer, more effective wildfire operations across the territory. We are continuing to send more staff to complete advanced fire behaviour training, which will strengthen our forecasting and modeling capacity to meet the challenges ahead.
Mr. Speaker, building Wildland Urban Interface, or WUI preparedness, was also a key theme in last year's review, and this year, we saw those investments pay off. We launched new basic WUI response training for smaller fire departments to increase capacity with sprinkler setup and structure triage. We also developed interim deployment guidelines for municipal fire departments supporting wildfire events.
In Whati and Fort Providence, local fire departments put this training into action working side‑by‑side with wildfire professionals to successfully defend their communities.
And the communities of Fort Smith, Hay River, and Fort Simpson used resources to support wildfire response, applying lessons learned from past wildfire experiences, and through GNWT training to help residents in neighboring communities.
Structure protection trailers supported efforts in Wrigley, Fort Liard, Jean Marie River, and areas along the Liard Highway. Two new trailers added this year have the capacity to protect nearly 200 homes and buildings across the NWT.
Mr. Speaker, these improvements will be the foundation of a more resilient wildfire program in the years ahead. This 2025 season was shorter and less severe than 2023, but it was not without hardship. As the Premier has said, residents came together to support one another through these challenges. 
Mr. Speaker, this has been a difficult wildfire year across the country. While the severity of next year's season is uncertain, the GNWT remains focused on investing in readiness and resilience to help ensure our communities are safe. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister of ECC. Ministers' statements. Minister of Municipal and Community Affairs. 
[bookmark: _Toc212639991][bookmark: _Hlk211870543]Minister’s Statement 149-20(1):
Update on Emergency Management Activities
HON. VINCE McKAY: Mr. Speaker, the 2025 emergency season once again tested the strength and resilience of our territory. It showed the courage and dedication of those who step forward in times of crisis to protect residents and communities. It also reinforced that the changes and improvements we have made since 2023 are making a real difference in how we respond and recover.
I want to begin by recognizing and thanking everyone who worked on the frontlines over this past emergency season. Our wildfire crews, community firefighters and first responders, often put themselves in situations where there was great risk, working to contain and suppress fires threatening communities. Their skill and determination helped keep people safe, slowed advancing wildfires, and gave residents time to evacuate safely. 
This year, again, several communities faced significant challenges. Jean Marie River faced multiple evacuation alerts and residents in Whati and Fort Providence had to leave their homes in order to ensure their safety. The task of hosting evacuated communities is a complex responsibility. Hay River, Behchoko, and Yellowknife stepped up to host and care for evacuees. In collaboration of leadership, including Indigenous and community governments, non‑government organizations, volunteers and local businesses in supporting evacuees was impressive and inspiring. 
Mr. Speaker, I want to thank the United Way and Salvation Army and all the local emergency management organizations, their staff, and volunteers, for once again stepping up to help. These organizations are instrumental in assuring where urgent responses are needed. I also thank all the residents who demonstrate compassion and resilience in helping the evacuees during this challenging time. You are the example of what we mean when we say better together.
Mr. Speaker, since the 2023 Emergency Response After‑Action Review, the Government of the Northwest Territories has made measurable progress. The after‑action review process provided clear direction on how to improve coordination, strengthen communication, and better support communities before, during, and after emergencies. 
Of the 35 recommendations, only one was disagreed with. The Government of the Northwest Territories has established an integrated emergency management system that is both flexible and responsive. This system now includes improved guidance and accountability, regional emergency coordinators, and strengthened capacity and strategic support. 
These recommendations have many actions already underway. We have implemented new processes for information sharing between departments and communities, enhanced training for staff and partners, clarifying roles and responsibilities for all levels of government and agencies, committed to the review of the Emergency Management Act in partnership with Indigenous and community governments, increased our surge capacity to support large‑scale response. The GNWT has also expanded use of the Incident Command System to ensure consistent coordination across all levels of government.
While the Government of the Northwest Territories will not create a standalone emergency management agency, we will commit to enhancing our training, protocols, and governance structures. A standalone agency is not feasible for the NWT given the NWT's small population, limited fiscal and human resources, and the infrequency of large‑scale emergencies requiring sustained territorial‑level response. A separate agency would be costly, duplicative, and difficult to staff.
Looking ahead, we know that emergencies will continue to challenge our territory. Climate change is making wildfire seasons longer and more intense, and we must be ready. Of the lessons this government has learned, perhaps one of the most important is this: To respond effectively and efficiently to the unique needs of all our communities, big or small, emergency response in the North cannot be a one size fits all. The Government of the Northwest Territories continues to create opportunities for engagement and collaboration with local leadership who know their communities best. 
Our focus remains on building stronger partnerships, improving communication, and ensuring that residents feel supported and confident when emergencies occur. A key part of this work is supporting community governments in developing and testing their community emergency plans. The work continues to strengthen community preparedness through workshops and tabletop exercises so that everyone is ready for emergencies when crises arise. 
The Government of the Northwest Territories will continue to invest in surge capacity training, including Incident Command System training, to ensure a robust foundation of support. In addition, we continue to work with partners through exercises like Operation Nanook, which allows us to test our systems in real‑world scenario and improve coordination across all levels of government. By taking these steps, we are building an emergency management system that is stronger, more inclusive, and better prepared for the challenges ahead.
Mr. Speaker, the people of the Northwest Territories have once again shown their resilience, resourcefulness, and caring. Since 2021, we have faced five consecutive years of major emergency events, three of which resulted in disasters that affected thousands of residents and businesses and caused significant damage to communities. The progress we have made through the Be Ready campaign in planning and preparedness is paying off.
We have come a long way to strengthen our emergency management system. We see collectively involved across all phases planning, preparedness, and response. There have been improvements on how wildfires are fought, and we support those with enhanced approaches with the wildland urban interface structure protection firefighting. 
While we know that there is always more to learn, it is important to recognize how far we have come. The lessons of the past five years strengthen our collective knowledge, and we continue to improve how we will respond in emergencies. The GNWT will continue to stand with communities before, during, and after emergencies, ensuring we are building on what we have learned to be even stronger in the future. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister of Municipal and Community Affairs. Ministers' statements. Minister for Health and Social Services. 
[bookmark: _Toc212639992]Minister’s Statement 150-20(1):
Model of Care in Small community Health Centres
HON. LESA SEMMLER: Mr. Speaker, ensuring residents across the Northwest Territories continue to have access to health care that is safe, reliable and equitable is a top priority for me, and for this government, and for the Northwest Territories health and social services system. Today, I am pleased to share an update about the work we are doing within that system to improve care in small community health centres and health cabins. 
Just like every jurisdiction in Canada, our healthcare system is strained by staffing shortages. As a country, we simply are not graduating enough doctors, nurses, and allied professionals to meet the demand. This has contributed to the most competitive recruitment environment we have ever seen in the Northwest Territories. That pressure is compounded by the challenges of recruiting and retaining staff to work in the many small and remote communities across our territory.
The department is working closely with the health and social services authority to lessen the impact of ongoing staffing shortages, make service delivery more efficient, and protect equitable access to care across the territory while we recruit to fill vacancies. Our work is focused on making care in small communities more sustainable, adopting smarter practices and new technologies to improve efficiency and getting results, getting the right mix of health professionals in our health centres and health cabins, and above all ensuring every resident has equitable access to care, no matter where they live.
This work focuses on finding more sustainable ways to deliver healthcare service in small communities, identifying methods, practices, or technologies that make those services more efficient and effective, balancing the right mix of healthcare professionals in health centres and health cabins, and ensuring that everyone has equitable access to care regardless of where they live.
To support this work, we have established a working group with members from all three health and social services authorities. To date, this group has reviewed and assessed the current state of the system, performed a gap analysis to identify areas needing improvement, gathered input from frontline staff to explore new approaches and evaluate promising practices, and conducted a jurisdictional scan that included targeted engagement with similar jurisdictions and with Indigenous Services Canada.
Mr. Speaker, this work resulted in five recommendations, each intended to support and strengthen the existing community health nurse‑led model of care rather than replace it by making better, more integrated use of other care providers and building a more consistent and resilient delivery system of care.
The first two recommendations focus on how licensed practical nurses and paramedics can become a part of the care model in small communities. This review will include a comprehensive examination of how they are currently used, funded, trained and supported within the system. 
The third recommendation involves identifying programs and services that licensed practical nurses and paramedics can immediately support and whether additional training can safely expand their roles and enhance service delivery. 
Fourth, the Department of Health and Social Services is creating new standards to oversee the administrative functions of health centres and health cabins. This will ensure compliance with legislative requirements and support consistent care across communities while including ways to monitor and track progress. 
The final recommendation is to continue to recruit and, importantly, to retain community health nurses by identifying, implementing, and supporting fatigue‑reduction strategies. 
Mr. Speaker, the department and the three health authorities have developed a work plan to act on these recommendations. Improving the model of care takes time and requires careful planning. It is essential that any solution we provide are flexible, adaptable and, above all, sustainable. While this work is not formally a part of primary health care reform, it is closely aligned. Together, these initiatives will improve access to health care across the Northwest Territories ensuring Northerners receive consistent high‑quality health and social services.
Mr. Speaker, before I conclude, I want to take a moment to sincerely acknowledge and thank our dedicated frontline staff. Their commitment, resilience, and compassion are the foundation of our health and social services system. Every day, they rise to the challenge, often in difficult and demanding circumstances, to provide essential care to residents across the Northwest Territories. This work is not only about improving the system; it's about supporting the people who make it work. By strengthening the model of care, we are also ensuring that our frontline teams have the tools, resources, and support they need to continue delivering high‑quality care to every community. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister of Health and Social Services. Members' statements. Member from Monfwi. 
[bookmark: _Toc212639993]Members’ Statements
[bookmark: _Toc212639994][bookmark: _Hlk211874291]Member’s Statement 722-20(1):
Support for Wildfire Evacuees
MRS. WEYALLON ARMSTRONG: Yes, thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, this past summer, our communities faced another period of unprecedented threat from wildfires resulting in multiple evacuation that disrupted lives, strained resources, and highlighted the vulnerabilities in the GNWT wildfires management. 
In a span of three days this past summer, the communities of Whati and Fort Providence were forced to evacuate due to rapidly advancing wildfires. The fire was burning out of control in Gameti as well. It came close to their golf course. These evacuations are not isolated, Mr. Speaker. They are part of a growing, growing pattern of climate‑driven emergencies that demand a shift from reactive to proactive wildfire strategies. 
Since the mass evacuation of the 2023 wildfire season, I have heard countless times from many frustrated residents, former NWT MLA and MP have said it as well, that when the federal government oversaw the forest fire program, they would extinguish the fire at the outset. Now that the territory government is in charge, they let the land burn, to let the fire burn itself out, and that action is only taken when a fire is near a community as we have seen this past summer. 
Mr. Speaker, hearing this repeatedly tells me that the GNWT wildfire management program is failing. Climate change and its effect can no longer be ignored by government policy. Wildfires, regardless of their proximity to communities, must be fought at the earliest possible stage when they are small and manageable. 
I want to take this time to thank and support the Whati and Fort Providence evacuees. Thank you for your generosity and kindness. I also want to thank our firefighters and community government workers for the work that they do in keeping our people and communities safe. They are to be commended. 
Mr. Speaker, as I have said before in my comments, my frustration is not directed at them ‑‑ 
MR. SPEAKER: ‑‑ Member from Monfwi, Member for Monfwi, your time is up. 
MRS. WEYALLON ARMSTRONG: (audio)
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member from Monfwi. Member for Monfwi is asking unanimous consent to conclude her statement. Seeing none, Member from Monfwi. 
‑‑‑Unanimous consent granted 
MRS. WEYALLON ARMSTRONG: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, as I have said, they are to be commended, the workers. 
Mr. Speaker, my frustration and comments were not directed at them. It was towards the GNWT government policy that needs to change before a community is destroyed as we have seen in fire 2023, and people's lives are put in jeopardy. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for Monfwi. Members' statements. Member for Range Lake.
[bookmark: _Toc212639995][bookmark: _Hlk211874334]Member’s Statement 723-20(1):
Expansion of the Yellowknife International Airport
MR. TESTART: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, this week, we continue our call for a red alert on the economy and for the ‑‑ primarily focused on the revitalization of our mining industry, starting with modernized regulations, expanded incentive programs, and an independent review of this sector's decline to drive the exploration needed to reignite the NWT economy. However, a world‑class mining sector needs more than just incentives and policy changes; it also needs robust infrastructure. 
Recently, newly proposed projects are emerging to better connect the North with global markets. Chief among these is the proposed Arctic Security and Economic Corridor, a transformed initiative to link the mineral riches of the Slave Geological Province to a deepwater port in Nunavut positioned along the historic Northwest Passage. This project would be a game changer for both territories, Mr. Speaker, and also for Canada, but at the other end of that corridor is at the one end is Nunavut port, at the other end is our airport here in Yellowknife, Mr. Speaker, which is a huge strategic resource for the territory. However, the task of scaling up YZF must move forward regardless of the proposed corridor. For an airport its size, YZF experiences an exceptional level of traffic, not only in support of mining operations but also of our expanding tourism sector and essential transportation services to communities across the North. 
Mr. Speaker, Yellowknife is a destination city, and that airport is the gateway not only to Yellowknife but to the whole Northwest Territories. 
Furthermore, as part of our commitment to NATO spending targets, airports are now recognized as strategic infrastructure central to our defence posture, opening the door for major investments in YZF from both NORAD and the Department of National Defence. When you consider the expansion of our armed forces, growing our mining industry, increasing our tourism and expanding our tourism product, and adding to the transportation needs across northern communities, the case for major investment in YZF becomes clear as does its inclusion as a major project in our strategic priorities, well equal to Taltson, MVH, and ASEC. 
Nunavut has its strategic port at Grace Bay, and we have ours at Yellowknife Airport. If this expansion of YZF isn't treated as a strategic priority on its own right, then it must be integrated into a comprehensive plan for the Arctic Security and Economic Corridor. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member from Range Lake. Members' statements. Member from Yellowknife Centre. 
[bookmark: _Hlk211874391][bookmark: _Toc212639996]Member’s Statement 724-20(1):
Arctic Security Economic Corridor
MR. HAWKINS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Similar to my colleague, I want to speak about the economy. The Arctic economic security corridor is a red alert, and it needs to be heard loud and clear. I doubt it would have even made the second‑tier list of major projects if it wasn't for the West Kitikmeot Resources Group, Mr. Speaker. And I'm very thankful for their work. Currently, it's on the maybe list, but that's pretty good, Mr. Speaker; better than the not list. But if you look closely, it's being sold as a north‑to‑south list by the West Kitikmeot group. 
The Arctic security corridor is sold as an all‑weather road land and port‑to‑port‑to‑port, Mr. Speaker, infrastructure. It's going north‑to‑south, not south‑to‑north, Mr. Speaker. I would remind this would‑have, should‑have, could‑have government that we need to seize the day now before the economy ceases to operate, Mr. Speaker. If this isn't a red alert, I don't know what is, Mr. Speaker. I'm hopeful, but I do worry that the hubris of what's happening now is just to assume that the government is just going to step in and solve our problems without bold action taken by us. So you can hire all the envoys of the world, we need collective action. And that includes Regular Members, Mr. Speaker; I'm sorry to remind the Premier. But as I look forward, Mr. Speaker, the overconfidence so far that has been fueling the 706 days of this current government, I'm not sure there's enough in the tank to fuel it the next 714 days. 
Mr. Speaker, there are some dark days ahead if we don't see some action. Mr. Speaker, again, this major project is important to the economy of the Northwest Territories. I could speak at lengths to the benefits it can create, but we've all heard of them repeatedly. But more importantly I should not forget the sovereignty. You know, the call to invest in NATO funding is so critical. Why are we falling asleep on this opportunity? Call to action: Mr. Premier, step up with some bold vision. Work with the Tlicho and the YKDFN to bring together an organization group that can build in partnership, Indigenous partnership, territorial partnership, and federal partnership, to have our road go from south to North, Mr. Speaker. Again, bold action. 
Mr. Speaker, let us understand this: Hope will not feed the bellies of the North, Mr. Speaker. We need determination from this Premier. Ring that fire bell of red alert, Mr. Speaker, because if he doesn't ring it, there will be no economy to save, Mr. Speaker. Thank you. 
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member from Yellowknife Centre. Members' statements. Member from Yellowknife North. 
[bookmark: _Toc212639997][bookmark: _Hlk211874473]Member’s Statement 725-20(1):
Access to Primary Healthcare
MS. MORGAN: Mr. Speaker, our primary healthcare system has the potential to get better over time. We have access to newer technologies, including around virtual care, more programs than ever to recruit and train local practitioners, and a team working to improve Indigenous patient experiences. So how is it possible that people's access to primary care in so many of our communities has gotten worse over the past five years? 
I am tired of the explanation that health care across Canada is struggling and that we're somehow powerless to stop this decline. Not long ago, if you called for a primary care appointment in Yellowknife, you had a chance of someone answering the phone. You had a chance of getting an appointment rather than being told the schedule is full and to call back in two weeks when the next round of locums' schedules opened up. You didn't have to line up outside at 7 a.m. in the cold with your crutches or your sick children competing with all the other sick people as if you were in some kind of reality TV survival show. 
Remember in 2019 when expanded same‑day access was launched, and you could go to a walk‑in clinic during mornings and evenings? What happened to that? If you go to the Stanton emergency room now, you used to be able to get lab results while you were there. Now, lab samples are being sent down to Alberta, creating the need to book a follow‑up primary care visit, which is nearly impossible in a system with a three‑month waiting list and no ability for patients to check their own lab results online. 
If you live in a small community, you at least have a better chance of someone answering the health centre phone, but community health nurses struggle with little support. Five years ago, there were pilot projects in Behchoko and Fort Good Hope building on successes in the Beaufort Delta where the community health nurses had a designated physician on call to support them seven days a week so they could get advice before someone's health problem got worse and became an emergency. These pilot projects received little support and lost traction. 
Despite available technologies, most community health nurses still don't have videoconference ability when they're receiving real‑time support from emergency physicians, so they're apparently expected to be holding a phone under their arm or something while treating someone in an emergency. Mr. Speaker, I ask for unanimous consent for the last sentence of my statement. Thank you. 
‑‑‑Unanimous consent granted 
Mr. Speaker, we have done better, and we so obviously can do better in giving people across this territory the most basic access to care in all our communities. Thank you. 
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member from Yellowknife North. Members' statements. Member from the Deh Cho.
[bookmark: _Toc212639998]Member’s Statement 726-20(1):
2025 Wildfire Evacuation of Fort Providence
MRS. YAKELEYA: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, I want to speak today on serious concerns about the timing of the evacuation of Fort Providence during the recent recent wildfire threat this past summer. 
On August 31st, Fort Providence announced an evacuation order with a wildfire less than 2 kilometres north of the community ‑ 900 metres to be precise. This evacuation order came far too late when the fire was already dangerously close to the community. This delay put residents at risk and created unnecessary panic and hardship. 
Mr. Speaker, the Department of Environment and Climate Change is responsible for wildfire detection, assessment, and operational response. It is the department that monitors fire behaviour, models risks, and advises on evacuation timing. In the case of Fort Providence, the warning signs were there yet the response lagged. This begs the question why did it take so long for the evacuation to occur?
Wildfires are becoming more aggressive and unpredictable. Climate change is accelerating these threats, and our communities are increasingly vulnerable. We need a broader safety margin, one that accounts for the speed and volatility of modern wildfires and the logistical realities of evacuating remote communities. 
Mr. Speaker, I am calling on the Minister of Environment and Climate Change to review wildfire response protocols. We need earlier action, clearer communication, and stronger safeguards. Better communication both internally and within the GNWT and with community governments is a critical step towards ensuring that communities like Fort Providence are not left scrambling when danger is already at their doorstep. Our residents deserve better. They deserve a system that prioritizes safety and acts decisively. We need to learn from this experience and ensure that future wildfire responses are timely, proactive, and rooted in the realities of climate change. I am going to ask for unanimous consent to conclude my statement, Mr. Speaker. 
‑‑‑Unanimous consent granted 
Thank you, colleagues. And I, too, would like to thank the community of Hay River for hosting the evacuees from Fort Providence, the K'atlodeeche First Nations for help assisting take care of the elders, and all the firefighters that came from far and from in the territory during this wildfire season. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member from the Deh Cho. Members' statements. Member from Great Slave. 
[bookmark: _Toc212639999]Member’s Statement 727-20(1):
Northwest Territories Healthcare Excellence Canada’s Cultural Safety Design Collaborative Team Report: “Honouring the Voices of Indigenous Peoples – Actions for Change in the Northwest Territories Health Care System”
MS. REID: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. On May 30th of this year, NTHSSA released a report that has yet to be discussed in this House. Today I want to talk about this report entitled Honouring the Voices of Indigenous Peoples. It is the product of two years of collaborative work of the Cultural Safety Design Collective with representation from NTHSSA, Indigenous patient advocates, Hay River HSSA, Tlicho Community Services Agency, and HSS. 
The scope started with a review of Stanton's Indigenous wellness program but while listening to the lived experience of Indigenous folks, this scope grew to receive insights across the entire NWT health system. This report sets out 13 crucial actions for change to improve health care outcomes for Indigenous residents. It shares the voices and experiences of Indigenous patients and advocates and lays bare the system supports for Indigenous patients are under‑resourced at best and, at worst, that the system is blatantly racist. 
I want to commend everyone who worked on this report, and I urge all residents to read it. It is the first government report I have ever read that not only calls the lack of adequate educational and training supports for Indigenous patient liaison staff preposterous, it is also brave and unflinching in how it describes racism and white supremacy baked into the health system and insists that government must expedite work on the actions for change, citing the responsibility of leadership to address long‑standing systemic harms. 
An excerpt from the NTHSSA news release from May reads, quote, by embracing the 13 actions for change, health and social service authorities and the Department of Health and Social Services can honour the voices of Indigenous residents across the Northwest Territories and can address systemic barriers to provide equitable care, end quote. 
So far, there is no public information as to whether HSS and various health authorities are actually implementing these actions or studying them to start to think about what implementation will look like. It is imperative that this government fully implement the 13 actions for change. I will have questions for the Minister of health at the appropriate time. 
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member from Great Slave. Members' statements. Member from the Mackenzie Delta. 
[bookmark: _Toc212640000]Member’s Statement 728-20(1):
Income Support Programs
MR. NERYSOO: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. According to NWT bureau of statistics, the employment rate in the NWT dropped from 66.3 percent in August to 65.2 percent in September. Based on a labour force activity report released on August 8th, 2025, the annual rate of employment in the NWT dropped 2.6 percent since July 2024. 
Mr. Speaker, on the other hand Stats NWT states that the total cases of income support rose from 1,005 in May of 2025 to 1,097 in June, a difference of 92 more cases in one month. With this recent drop in employment, I can only assume that the rate of income support will rise. 
Mr. Speaker, this is concerning to me because, as we all know in smaller communities, income support is often abused. Without proper criteria and productivity planned, it is easy for members of the community to get access to these funds and avoid working. This is often what keep bootleggers and drug dealers in business and contributes to the housing crisis. 
Mr. Speaker, there needs to be more done about this process of income support because it teaches our community members that this money is free, and they don't have to work. It is a human right to have our basic needs met but there needs to be a standard set for people who are able to find work instead of depending on these funds to make a living. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member from Mackenzie Delta. Members' statements. Member from Frame Lake. 
[bookmark: _Toc212640001]Member’s Statement 729-20(1):
Early Dyslexia Screening
MR. MORSE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, this summer a constituent reached out to my office, and their story left a lasting impression on me. Their child, like one in five Canadians, has dyslexia, which creates challenges in learning to read. The child was not diagnosed until grade 5 however, when their family took the initiative to get them assessed in the private sector. This family was lucky enough to have insurance through their employer which covered the assessment, but this is not the case for all NWT kids. The assessment report was forwarded to the school who developed the learning plan, which is a good step. But, Mr. Speaker, this disability should have been detected sooner, and I am concerned about how many kids in the territory with learning impediments like dyslexia are going undiagnosed. 
Literacy is foundational to learning, Mr. Speaker, but we have very little data on our progress on literacy in the NWT. The last time a comprehensive study of adult literacy was done was over 20 years ago in 2003. These data indicated that at the time, roughly 43 percent of working NWT adults performed at literacy levels 1 and 2, which are considered below the level needed to function in modern society. The NWT has not taken part in more recent global literacy surveys, such as the OECD 2024 program for the international assessment of adult competencies. Meanwhile, our last territorial literacy strategy covered the period 2008 to 2018 and, to my knowledge, it has been not renewed or updated since. 
Other jurisdictions are well ahead of the territory on this issue, Mr. Speaker. In Alberta, in 2022, literacy and numeracy screening assessments became mandatory for students in grade 1 to 3, ensuring that students are receiving essential foundational learning in the critical early years of their education. BC and Saskatchewan are also rolling out mandatory early screening intervention and outreach in their provinces' schools. Mr. Speaker, the Yukon presented their renewed literacy strategy in 2023. It is the result of working group recommendations for culturally responsive teaching methods based on the latest research, and it includes early screening done in the territory's schools. 
Making sure our children are given every opportunity to develop their literacy skills shouldn't be an afterthought, Mr. Speaker. We need to make sure early literacy screening and assessments are done in our schools and that schools are equipped with trained staff and proven instructional methods to ensure our students are not falling behind. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member from Frame Lake. 
Colleagues, I'd like to recognize newly elected grand chief for the Tlicho, former Member of the 16th, 17th, 18th, 19th Assembly. I had the pleasure of working with Mr. Jackson Lafferty in the 18th and 19th. So welcome to our Assembly. 
Member’s statements.
[bookmark: _Toc212640002]Member’s Statement 730-20(1):
Celebration of Life of Reginald Bellefontaine
HON. SHANE THOMPSON: Colleagues, on March 16th, 2025, Reginald Bellefontaine, also known as Reg, passed away in Halifax, Nova Scotia. Reg was a devoted husband, father, grandfather, and friend, known for his boundless generosity and his knack for turning life into an adventure. A master of laughter and magic, Reg had an extraordinary ability to bring joy to those around him, whether through his memorable treasure hunts for his children and grandchildren, his quick wit, or the countless projects he took on. 
Reg moved to Fort Simpson in 1996 with his wife Lois who was a nurse at the Fort Simpson Health Centre for many years. Reg was a businessman and started Rightway Coatings and Energy Efficient Technologies Incorporated. Later when he retired, he had a vision to open a bed and breakfast. Lois and Reg spent a few years renovating their home, which used to be the old RCMP barracks, and turned it into the Mackenzie Rest Inn. The Inn overlooks the Mackenzie River where guests could sit and watch planes take off like the red DeHavilland Beaver that his son Troy Rennie used to fly for Simpson Air. They hosted guests from all around the world and even some notable Canadians like former Prime Minister Paul Martin and singer John Landry. Reg also loved animals and established a dog pound to ensure stray and unwanted dogs could be cared for and transferred to no‑kill shelters in Yellowknife and cities in Alberta rather than being destroyed in the community. 
When Reg first moved to Fort Simpson, he was involved with the Lions Club and helped run community dances. This is where I got to meet him, through his volunteerism. He did magic shows for children at community events and was even asked to be Santa at the Northern store a few times. 
As an unofficial greeter and ambassador, Reg could be found at the Pandaville or Nahanni Inn welcoming visitors to the community. He would often delight them with a magic trick or a joke. He had the ability to tell stories and keep people captivated.
Reg returned home to Nova Scotia to build a home on the site of his parents' homestead. He dedicated a lot of his time to landscaping the property, building a foundation in the front yard, and developing a pond. He was sad the day his health prevented him from ever being able to return to the NWT. He was a proud Acadian who became a true Northerner. 
Above all, Reg's greatest love was his family. He is survived by his wife of 34 years, Lois; his sons Troy, Kris, and Josh, and his stepson Troy Rennie. He cherished his time with his family and grandchildren, creating memories that will live on for generations. His legacy of kindness, adventures, and unwavering devotion will forever be held in the hearts of his family and friends. He will be sadly missed. 
Members' statements. Member from Inuvik Boot Lake. 
[bookmark: _Toc212640003]Member’s Statement 731-20(1):
Arctic Winter Games Funding
MR. RODGERS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, like many in here, I've spent countless hours in recreation facilities in our territory, either as a coach or a volunteer or an enthusiastic fan, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, in 1969, the Arctic Winter Games were created in part by leadership from Commissioner Stewart Hodgson. At the time athletes be able to participate that may not otherwise have that opportunity, Mr. Speaker. I was saddened to hear that snowshoeing will not be an Arctic Winter Games sport. 
Mr. Speaker, Arctic Winter Games represents a once in a lifetime opportunity for kids from the regions, from smaller communities, and certainly from our capital in Yellowknife. So, Mr. Speaker, is it time that we kind of ask ourselves is the Arctic Winter Games about medals, or is it about participation, Mr. Speaker? Is it about getting everyone involved in the Arctic Winter Games? 
Mr. Speaker, I understand that the physical activity support and recreation fund has had some challenges. Our lottery funds have been reducing. We haven't put any additional funding into it through GNWT. We have had conversations around here. My colleague, the Member for Yellowknife Range Lake, Mr. Speaker, has brought forward a proposal for iGaming where we can actually look at increasing that fund and get that funding necessary to continue to grow that sport and to make the sport available that opens up doors for kids rather than have sports based on where facilities are located, Mr. Speaker, and I think that's very important. 
So, Mr. Speaker, going forward, I would hope, and I will be supporting certainly the Minister ‑‑ and I know the Minister is keen on this, the Minister of MACA ‑‑ of what's happening around Arctic Winter Games. I am hoping to see, Mr. Speaker, regardless of what we have in our lottery fund, going forward with this year's budget that we do properly allocate this funding. Given what's happening in our territory right now, Mr. Speaker, with addictions and with all the bad things that our youth can get involved in, it's so important that we continue to support sport, to continue to provide opportunities for people in our capital, for people in our regions, and certainly for people in our smaller communities that may not have those opportunities, Mr. Speaker. We can hold trials in the regions. We can get outside of Yellowknife as well and ensure that everybody, the intent, the spirit of Arctic Winter Games, remains intact and what it should be, that kids get an opportunity to do things, a once in a lifetime opportunity, Mr. Speaker, for these children, to get out, to see parts of the country they haven't seen before, participate, to share their culture and their values, and, Mr. Speaker, I will be advocating, as I said, for funding for Arctic Winter Games as we move forward and for Sport North. Thank you. 
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member from Inuvik Boot Lake. Members' statements. Returns to oral questions. Recognition of visitors in the gallery. Member from Hay River North. 
[bookmark: _Toc212640004]Recognition of Visitors in the Gallery
HON. R.J. SIMPSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I also wanted to recognize former Member and former Speaker who I worked with as deputy Speaker and current grand chief of the Tlicho government, Mr. Jackson Lafferty. Great partner to the GNWT and has been great to work with him to help advance some of these projects that the territory desperately needs. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member from Hay River North. Recognition of visitors in the gallery. Member from Hay River South. 
HON. VINCE McKAY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I'd like to recognize my supervisor, constituency assistant from Hay River South, Myrtle Graham, who is in the gallery today. Thank you. 
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member from Hay River South. Recognition of visitors in the gallery. Member from Kam Lake. 
HON. CAITLIN CLEVELAND: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, I just had a meeting with a very passionate 10‑year‑old student advocate, Ms. Sadie Begg, who is in the gallery today, from Ecole St. Joseph School. I just wanted to thank her for her time and her passion. 
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member from Kam Lake. Recognition of visitors in the gallery. Member from Range Lake. 
MR. TESTART: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I, too, wish to join the Premier in welcoming Grand Chief Jackson Lafferty here to the chamber. I had the honour of serving with him in the 18th Legislative Assembly, and I consider him a very good friend. So thanks for being here today, Grand Chief. 
MR. SPEAKER: Recognition of visitors in the gallery. Member from Monfwi. 
MRS. WEYALLON ARMSTRONG: Mr. Speaker, [Translation] The Tlicho has been here for the last four years, so thank you.  I'd like to say thank you to Jackson Lafferty who has been here for the last four years. [Translation Ends]. Masi for being here. 
MR. SPEAKER: Recognition of visitors in the gallery. 
I'd like to recognize my favourite pilot, who seems to be my pilot that every time I get to fly to Yellowknife, Mr. Oweden, and I guess better half or less-better half, of the Member from Kam Lake. So welcome to our Assembly. 
Recognition of visitors in the gallery. If we missed anyone in the gallery today, welcome to your chambers. As I've said numerous times, we like to thank you very much for allowing us, the 19 of us, to represent the people of the Northwest Territories for four years. I hope you are enjoying the proceedings. It is always nice to have people in the gallery. 
Recognition of visitors in the gallery. Acknowledgements. Oral questions. Member from Yellowknife Centre. 
[bookmark: _Toc212640005]Oral Questions
[bookmark: _Toc212640006][bookmark: _Hlk211875714]Question 793-20(1):
Yellowknife Primary Care Clinic Lab Testing Capacity
MR. HAWKINS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It's a great pleasure to ask the first question. I'll be asking the health Minister today some questions about the lab clinic that's downtown. 
Mr. Speaker, can the Minister explain why there's such lengthy line‑up there in the walk‑up portion of the clinic every single day wherein in the old days there wasn't that type of backlog. What has significantly changed that things either get deferred, delayed, or denied completely? Thank you. 
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member from Yellowknife Centre. Minister of Health and Social Services. 
HON. LESA SEMMLER: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, I don't have the exact details of the overall wait times or anything. But what I do know is that the amount of staff that's allocated through our budgeting process is full, and they have been increasing the amount ‑‑ like, the amounts of referrals for blood work have been increasing and therefore there is work to be looking on ‑‑ you know, I mean, through our business process on this area as a prioritized area for access to care. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
MR. HAWKINS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. If the staff are unable to meet the demand, what's the solution? Is it to hire more staff, or is it to send samples of the lab techs, what they take, to Edmonton? Can the Minister reveal the solution to this particular problem; because I've got them. I want to hear what the Minister's doing about it. Thank you. 
HON. LESA SEMMLER: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, the solution is that the demand is higher, so we are working through the business process that would look at the right amount of staff for the right amount of tests that we have to decrease the amount of tests that we have to send out. We need more lab technicians. We need more lab, you know, assistants. We need different hours. So what has happened ‑‑ and just to be more clear ‑‑ is the service providing downtown clinic is the same staffing that has always been the allocation for the Stanton lab. So now they're just kind of spread out in two different locations, which is not working. And so I will say that this area is what we've been kind of working on so that hopefully that, you know, in the new year we'll be able to have a better solution. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister of Health and Social Services. Final supplementary. Member from Yellowknife Centre. 
MR. HAWKINS: Mr. Speaker, the next comment is no reflection of the staff, but it seems like the staff are unable to keep up with the pace and the demand that's there, which is sometimes reality, Mr. Speaker. And the constituents ‑‑ last point I'll make ‑‑ is they show up there, unlike the DMV they can't take a ticket, some of them can't stand because they're elderly, they're waiting for 35 people for 32 spots. It's quite a depressing experience, Mr. Speaker. So in short, Mr. Speaker, if Stanton has an addiction to deficits, as we all know ‑‑ and I have a lot of experience around this ‑‑ why doesn't the Minister take some bold action to go out of her way and say, we're hiring new staff for these clinics and we're going to make this service equal, fair, and accessible. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
HON. LESA SEMMLER: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, as the Member has said, that the health authority has a history of doing that process but not being able to do it in a way where we need to ensure that it's done in the proper process, and that is what we are doing right now. We are ensuring that the proper process is being followed and that we are going to look at the correct amount of staff to staff ‑‑ to look at what the staffing needs is for the Stanton Territorial Hospital to support. As the Stanton Territorial Hospital supports the rest of the territory, we need to make sure that when we do go forward, it's going to be the one size that's going to target everybody right across the territory. We're going to be able to run those tests that we need. We're going to be able to service the emergency departments. We're going to be able to open up those clinics so that, you know, that the appointments are being ‑‑ there is enough staff to do them. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister of Health and Social Services. Oral questions. Member from Range Lake. 
[bookmark: _Toc212640007]Question 794-20(1):
Strategic Infrastructure Investment at Yellowknife Airport
MR. TESTART: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, the Northwest Territories has three major projects that it's identified as priorities: The Taltson hydroelectric expansion and submarine line, the Arctic Security and Economic Corridor, and the Mackenzie Valley Highway. We know the Mackenzie Valley Highway is well advanced. But all these projects are very important to the future of our economy. Today I want to ask the Premier if he views the Yellowknife Airport as a strategic asset worthy of that list. Thank you. 
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member from Range Lake. Mr. Premier. 
HON. R.J. SIMPSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. So I understand the question to be is it my opinion that the Yellowknife Airport, as a project, is of the same, I guess, importance as the Mackenzie Valley Highway or the Slave Geological Province or the Taltson Hydro Expansion? So I'd have to say that, you know, the airport's very important obviously. I'm in there ‑‑ Mr. Speaker, you're in there quite often. It gets used by people around the territory. No doubt that it is a very important asset. If you're looking at the Mackenzie Valley Highway, that's a multi‑billion dollar asset that will be constructed over a number of years. If you look at the Slave Geological Province, it's a multi‑billion dollar road that would unlock untold mineral potential. And we look at the Taltson Hydro Expansion, and that is actually really a key part of that economic corridor. So the Yellowknife Airport, it's doing its job right now. Could it be expanded to do a better job? Absolutely. But the other projects are nation building. They are of a different scale all together. And so while every piece of that Arctic corridor, whether it's the highway coming into the territory, the rail line up to the support in Hay River, or the Yellowknife Airport, they're all important pieces. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
MR. TESTART: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, the reason I brought it up is the theme of the corridor is one of corridors, not any one project as the Premier alluded to, but also the defence aspects of it. We have DND and NORAD funding that's waiting to be unlocked. So will the Premier join the calls from Yellowknife's city hall to the Yellowknife chamber and encourage the investment in the Yellowknife Airport as part, wrap it in, the Arctic Security and Economic Corridor because it fits in with the mandate and it's a vital asset that's not ‑‑ that's currently underutilized, and we're sitting on potentially tonnes of potential to invest in this asset. Thank you. 
HON. R.J. SIMPSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. So we're trying to keep things simple. When we're talking about going to the feds to look for funding to build a road, that's what we're looking for. The larger idea of the corridor, which involves different modes of transportation, different pieces of infrastructure, it's something that we're also live to and we do have discussions with the federal government about it. Myself and the deputy Premier met with the Minister of National Defence, and we discussed a number of different pieces of infrastructure in the territory and different needs we have, including the Yellowknife Airport. I know the Minister has spoken with the finance. The deputy Premier's spoken with the federal finance Minister about this. We have multiple departments engaged in this. So this is not something that is being ignored. But that said, when we want ‑‑ when we're looking for funding to build a certain project, we try to keep things to that project. So we don't want to confuse anyone. We want to be clear about what we're asking for. But there's no doubt that there are more needs in the territory than just a couple roads and a hydro expansion, and we do keep that on the fed's radar as well, and we discuss that with them at every opportunity. Thank you. 
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Premier. Final supplementary. Member from Range Lake. 
MR. TESTART: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, I would like to ask the Premier if he can direct the federal envoy to begin discussions with the federal government on a clear plan to advance the asset ‑‑ or the asset potential and resource needs of the Yellowknife Airport. Thank you. 
HON. R.J. SIMPSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. We have a number of departments and Ministers working on advancing the Yellowknife Airport project in terms of upgrades and looking at the future potential, and we'll continue to do that and take a whole‑of‑government approach. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Premier. Oral questions. Member for Yellowknife North. 
[bookmark: _Toc212640008]Question 795-20(1):
Improving Access to Primary Care 
MS. MORGAN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have questions for the Minister of Health and Social Services. 
So it's hard to believe that in this day and age we can't seem to create either an online system or even a phone system that works to book a primary care appointment in Yellowknife. So the first question is what is being done to ensure that people in Yellowknife can actually book a primary care appointment in a timely way for issues that cannot wait several weeks or several months to be addressed but may not qualify as an emergency that would necessitate an emergency room visit. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member from Yellowknife North. Minister of Health and Social Services. 
HON. LESA SEMMLER: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, as this has been an ongoing discussion, I have been in contact with ‑‑ especially here in Yellowknife as an ongoing basis as to how improvements are being put into place and what can be put into place. I know that we have ‑‑ you know, people can call in. To improve appointment accessibility, several other measures have been used. These include same‑day access to provide appointments. There's online call‑back system to streamline booking requests. And from my understanding, people who can ‑‑ they are getting callbacks right away in a timely manner. An active process for filling cancellations to ensure no appointment slots are lost. And together, these initiatives enhance efficiency and ensure patients can ensure appointments more easily. I do know that as I have briefings with the NTHSSA, and I do question how is the improvements happening within ‑‑ especially within the Liwegoati and the primary care clinic, and they are saying that the numbers are increasing and their frontline staff are being trained more to, you know, offer more appointments as ‑‑ when people call in, in general, they used to be, I would like to book a doctor's appointment, and now they're doing more ‑‑ when they are able to get through, they are able to triage them and to say, like, we can't get you into a physician on your team this time, but we can get you into this health care provider or this health care provider. And that would speed up the process, which those health care providers work as a team, they can also consult with a physician on the patient's behalf. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
MS. MORGAN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. So I was a little bit unclear whether the Minister was talking about improvements to come or improvements already in place. But the example of creating a system of same‑day bookings where if a physician or locum knows they have an opening the next day that they can contact people, for example, on a waiting list or a cancellation list and fill those slots on the same day, is that mechanism currently in place, or is it being worked on? Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
HON. LESA SEMMLER: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, there is waitlists, and within the callback or the online, it is active right now. And from my understanding, any time that there is a gap or an opening or a physician or any of the health providers, it is filled with those lists that they have currently. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister of Health and Social Services. Final supplementary. Member from Yellowknife North. 
MS. MORGAN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. So private clinics, private walk‑in clinics in the NWT not only have systems where you can check your lab results online, which sometimes means you can avoid the need to book a follow‑up appointment, but they have online systems for booking appointments. So it's unclear what's preventing the public primary care system from using an online system. Is this being explored or developed, or what are the barriers here? Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
HON. LESA SEMMLER: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, while private clinics in Yellowknife may use online booking, the implementing a similar system in the public care system is significantly more complex. The public system is subject to stricter regulations, including procurement rules, enhanced privacy, security requirements that do not apply to private clinics. In addition to that, the booking system must be able to coordinate appointments across multiple provider types, such as physicians, nurse practitioners, specialists, integrate with large complex health information system in contrast with private clinics typically manage bookings for a single provider or a small team. And before introducing any new technology, it's important to fully understand the underlying challenges to ensure the solutions. 
And so one of the things that we are trying to look towards is the current system that we book appointments in has no ‑‑ we cannot do anything more with it, and that's why the new system that we're looking to move towards will have all of those pieces incorporated; however, it is challenging in a smaller jurisdiction to try to incorporate that, you know, with everything and with all of our technology being, like, there's multiple different systems that also need to be fed into that one system, and not all of them are compatible. Thank you. 
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister of Health and Social Services. Oral questions. Member from Great Slave.
[bookmark: _Toc212640009]Question 796-20(1):
Northwest Territories Healthcare Excellence Canada’s Cultural Safety Design Collaborative Team Report: “Honouring the Voices of Indigenous Peoples – Actions for Change in the Northwest Territories Health Care System”
MS. REID: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, can the Minister tell me her takeaways from reading the Honouring the Voices of Indigenous Peoples Report? Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member from Great Slave. I would assume you're asking the Minister of Health and Social Services. Minister of Health and Social Services. 
HON. LESA SEMMLER: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, yes, I have read the report, and I have ‑‑ I actually met with Indigenous patient advocates before the report came out and which was ‑‑ we had a ‑‑ we spent almost half a day together, and we talked about their ‑‑ what they have in their job as tools and what they're hearing from and how can they move these things forward, and this was part of their way of moving forward some of the words of the residents in the Northwest Territories that are going through their system. And so I think it's a good report that it highlights everything that anybody in this House that continuously says we have challenge with this, and so now that we have it all data and tracked and now we can actually work towards, you know, looking at how to make improvements. Thank you. 
MS. REID: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, can the health Minister tell me what steps she's taking to create a robust time‑bound and evaluative approach to implement the 13 actions for change that can be found in this report? Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
HON. LESA SEMMLER: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. And, Mr. Speaker, you know, I think there was some timing from NTHSSA and myself. I stood in this House and did a statement on systemic ‑‑ with cultural and safety and anti‑racism in this House, and then within the day, they were releasing this report right at the end of our session. So we weren't able to kind of combine the two. However, now we are first day back, and I followed up with the NTHSSA and they have drafted the implementation plan. They've created that, and this plan is being reviewed by their executive. And once that is done, I can share an update with the Members. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister of Health and Social Services. Final supplementary. Member from Great Slave. 
MS. REID: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I'm really glad to hear the Minister spoke with the Indigenous patient advocates and had a good half day session. That's really positive to hear. And that she's taken the time to review the report herself. Can the Minister tell me if there are any actions in the report that she sees that are not going to be implemented and, if so, why? Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
HON. LESA SEMMLER: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, this is a report from their internal division to their executive as they are through the authority. So this report is actually going to ‑‑ once they get it to the executive, the NTHSSA, then that's where they will define on where and what their implementation plan is. I haven't seen the implementation. I haven't seen what they're accepting and not accepting or what they're going to continue to work on or where they may need more information. That's usually how those types of plans come. I haven't seen it yet, so I can't speak to any of that yet. However, when I do have the information, you know, I'll be more than willing to have a conversation or share that with the Member. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister of Health and Social Services. Oral questions. Member from Monfwi.
[bookmark: _Toc212640010][bookmark: _Hlk211875976]Question 797-20(1):
Impacts of Wildfire on Tlicho Communities
MRS. WEYALLON ARMSTRONG: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, our people deserve to feel safe in their homes and not live in fear every summer. With that in mind, Mr. Speaker, in 2005 Tlicho Agreement was ratified and came into effect. Since that time, numerous wildfires have burned over Tlicho lands and threatened Tlicho communities. I would like to ask the Minister how many hectares of land ‑‑ he might not have the answer, but I'm going to ask him. How many hectares of land have burned within the Tlicho region since 2005? Thank you. 
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member from Monfwi. Minister of ECC. 
HON. JAY MACDONALD: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and thank you to the Member for the question. Not data that I have off the top of my head, but I'm happy to collect that and return a response to the Member. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
MRS. WEYALLON ARMSTRONG: Thank you. Mr. Speaker, readiness and preparedness are critical to wildfire management; however, the evacuation that occurred this summer suggests that the government's wildfire operations are still too reactive in nature. What specific steps is the government taking to improve early detection and response measures so communities are not forced to evacuate at the last minute? Thank you. 
MR. SPEAKER: Member from Monfwi, that there is a new line of questioning so I will move you on ‑‑ that's going to a different Minister. So I will put you on the list so you're back on right away. Thank you. 
Oral questions. Member from Deh Cho. 
[bookmark: _Toc212640011]Question 798-20(1):
Wildfire Response Assessments
MRS. YAKELEYA: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My questions are for the Minister of ECC. 
What criteria does the Department of Environment and Climate Change use to determine when a wildfire poses sufficient risk to warrant evacuation? Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member from the Deh Cho. Minister of ECC. 
HON. JAY MACDONALD: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, within the wildfire management policy, there's a number of criteria that are looked at and every fire that is detected, a new fire gets some form of action. So there's ‑‑ some of the factors that come into play are location of the fire, available resources, proximity to values, proximities to communities. So as these fires start on the landscape, the fire experts within the department take a look at the current situation. They go out, a fire assessment is done. That information is then taken and put into an initial action plan which is used to determine whether or not that fire receives an initial response, a sustained action response. And that really depends on, like I said, many of the factors that I recently raised. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
MRS. YAKELEYA: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Okay, how did the department work with the Department of MACA and the community of Fort Providence to determine when to issue the community evacuation order? Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
HON. JAY MACDONALD: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, environment and climate change does daily assessments of all fires and specifically ones that are a threat to values or communities. Those daily assessments, that information is gathered. There are multiple joint agency meetings that take place daily where that information is relayed to all invested parties. MACA would work closely with the community in deciding when the actual evacuation event would take place. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister of ECC. Final supplementary. Member from Deh Cho. 
MRS. YAKELEYA: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Given that information, what improvements is the department making to its wildfire detection assessment and response protocols to prevent delays in evacuation orders and to better protect communities from imminent wildfire threats? Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
HON. JAY MACDONALD: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, after the 2023 after‑action review, there was 25 recommendations that were received by the department, all of which were accepted in principle. So some of the major points I'd like to raise here, work that's ongoing has increased: 
· We've increased the number of fire crews, aircraft equipment available across the NWT. 
· We're mobilizing crews and aircraft earlier in the season to complete training ahead of the earlier start to the wildfire season. 
· We're conducting aerial surveys and thermal imaging to detect and address holdover fires at the beginning of the season to ensure we're ahead of those;
· Hiring a dedicated safety officer to ensure that the physical and mental health of our staff is top of mind;
· Installing backup communication networks to ensure that we have operational capability and if we run into a similar incident like we did in 2023 when our internet cable went down. 
· We established new qualification and certification standards for wildfire response. 
· We're expanding the GNWT's internal capacity to deliver the Incident Command System. 
· We're cross‑training between structural and ECC firefighters to enhance coordination of the wildland urban interface; and,
· We've significantly improved our communication with community leadership and with other departments within our government and others. 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister of ECC. Oral questions. Member from Inuvik Boot Lake. 
[bookmark: _Toc212640012]Question 799-20(1):
Sport Funding in the Northwest Territories
MR. RODGERS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, following up on my Member's statement, I have questions for the Minister of MACA. 
As I mentioned in my Member's statement, Mr. Speaker, I know my colleague, the Member from Range Lake, had brought to the House many times the issue of iGaming and the potential for revenue around that. I'd like to ask the Minister, can we get an update on the status of the work on the legislative framework around iGaming. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member from Inuvik Boot Lake. Minister of Municipal and Community Affairs. 
HON. VINCE McKAY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. We're in continued talks about the iGaming topic. I think there's more to the iGaming than just iGaming. I think we have a lot of things going on with even land‑based gaming type stuff. So there's a lot going on with that. We haven't reached the legislative proposal stuff yet, but there is a lot of internal workings right now on how to pursue and move this concept forward. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
MR. RODGERS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. So from what I'm hearing is we're not super close to that, having that work prepared yet. Something, certainly, we'd like to see in this Assembly. 
Mr. Speaker, then if the Minister doesn't feel that we may get iGaming and get that revenue stream flowing, does he have a proposal, or will he be bringing forward other opportunities to ensure that we're funding the physical activity, sport, and recreation fund appropriately? Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
HON. VINCE McKAY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. We have a few plans bringing forward to cover that fund off. One of them is obviously submitting to the government for more funding to help support that. However, we also need to fine tune what we're doing, you know, looking at expenses, looking at what we're paying for in order to contribute to the actual fund itself to make sure that the funds are actually getting to the athletes and their abilities to participate in sports and games. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister of Municipal and Community Affairs. Final supplementary. Member from Inuvik Boot Lake. 
MR. RODGERS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. And certainly, yes, I mean, that is the goal is to ensure that funding gets to the athletes, particularly the athletes in the smaller communities. And I spoke in my Member's statement about the spirit of the Arctic Winter Games. I appreciate we have a lot of high‑level athletes in this territory. They do have other venues to go through and other options if they want to pursue a career or pursue, you know, that avenue for their sport. But participation is important, Mr. Speaker. So I know we have a seat on the international committee, the Arctic Winter Games international committee. Would the Minister commit to ensuring that that spirit and that we are creating sports that open up doors for athletes in all our communities so they can participate and take advantage of this oftentimes once in a lifetime opportunity for those youth. Thank you. 
HON. VINCE McKAY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Yes, rest assured to the Member I've been echoing his statement quite a bit to the international games committee. Most recently in Alaska when I was there during a meeting, you know, I've requested ‑‑ or I encouraged them to look at how we do the Arctic Winter Games, participation‑wise, how often the games are held. You know, these are important things to help ensure that the Arctic Winter Games are ‑‑ first of all, the ability to afford them is there but that we're able to hold them in other communities throughout the Northwest Territories. You know, it's not only us as a territorial government; it's also the International Games Committee that has to make some tough decisions and I hope that these decisions, you know, reflect the need of getting communities and small communities to the Arctic Winter Games to participate. I myself have been very passionate about having small communities participate in the Arctic Winter Games. I know there's been some question about it, but rest assured that when I'm talking about Arctic Winter Games and participation, I do that with the communities in mind. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister of Municipal and Community Affairs. Oral questions. Member from Frame Lake. 
[bookmark: _Toc212640013]Question 800-20(1):
Early Literacy Screening
MR. MORSE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, my questions are for the Minister of ECE. Mr. Speaker, what is ECE doing to ensure early literacy screening is available at the public school level in the NWT? Thank you. 
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member from Frame Lake. Minister of Education, Culture and Employment. 
HON. CAITLIN CLEVELAND: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. So, Mr. Speaker, while Education, Culture and Employment does not mandate specific programs of any type in NWT schools. Because of our decentralized system, we certainly do work to coordinate with our education bodies as we can. So education bodies are responsible to confirm and implement programs that support the delivery of curriculum within the schools, and sometimes this might include referrals to the diagnostic assessments that do happen through the school funding framework, Mr. Speaker. There's also the flexibility to accommodate local decision‑making and sometimes that includes, you know, bringing in different specialty items to work with teachers, like ‑‑ sorry, different specialty professional development opportunities to work with teachers so that they can really focus on the needs that they have in their classroom. But through the school funding framework, our education bodies take on the role of supporting their teachers with extra supports in classrooms. Thank you. 
MR. MORSE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, I noted in my statement that our last literacy strategy framework ended in 2018. Mr. Speaker, when is a renewed literacy strategy going to be introduced? Thank you. 
HON. CAITLIN CLEVELAND: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. And, Mr. Speaker, I heard the Member's comment in his Member's statement. And currently, there is no intent to update the literacy strategy in the Northwest Territories that expired in 2018. We do have, however, have our 2030 early learning and childcare strategy as well as our early learning framework which emphasizes literacy within both of those documents. Thank you. 
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister of Education, Culture and Employment. Final supplementary. Member from Frame Lake. 
MR. MORSE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, I noted in my statement that most other jurisdictions in Canada are implementing programs to ensure early literacy screening is happening in schools. Can the Minister commit to following suit in the NWT and get early screening for literacy done in NWT schools? Thank you. 
HON. CAITLIN CLEVELAND: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. So, Mr. Speaker, within our shift to an NWT‑adapted BC curriculum, the broader curriculum does have an assessment framework, an early literacy assessment tool, that teachers can use that's built into it. So assessments will be happening and will be ‑‑ the tools will be afforded to teachers to do some of those assessments in classrooms to be able to catch some of these challenges and concerns earlier on. It's important to note this is not a diagnostic assessment, and it's also important to note that there are the well child clinics that parents do have available to them before their child starts school. 
In direct response to the Member's question, absolutely, within my ability and our decentralized education system, I would absolutely be happy to look at other models and commit to reviewing the screening and assessment tools that other jurisdictions are using and find out how we can potentially look at how those might work within our jurisdiction and our model. Thank you. 
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister of Education, Culture and Employment. Oral questions. Member from Yellowknife Centre. 
[bookmark: _Toc212640014]Question 801-20(1):
Healthcare Sample Analysis Local Capacity
MR. HAWKINS: All right, thank you, Mr. Speaker. I appreciate that. I want to return to the topic of walk‑in clinics and, of course, this is not an extensive list of the people that work there, but there are people who take the samples and there are people who review the samples, and that's pretty much it. But, Mr. Speaker, when people arrive at 7:30 in the morning, there's long lines, you can't make phone calls because no one answers the phone, there's no chairs so people with mobility issues are standing there and struggling, and there's way more people there than the slots available for doing that. What can the Minister do to address that type of problem with this lab clinic situation? Thank you. 
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for Yellowknife Centre. Minister of Health and Social Services. 
HON. LESA SEMMLER: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, you know, as this is brought up in the House, I will bring this back to NTHSSA and follow up as to how things are going in the lab and the walk‑in clinic there, and if there's improvements that ‑‑ what recommendations that ‑‑ you know, what do they ‑‑ you know, to be able to carry out some of these things. However, at this time, there's not many things that I can say on the floor of this House, that I'd have to go back to NTHSSA as that falls under their authority. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
MR. HAWKINS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. And I appreciate the willingness of the Minister. If she wants some simple suggestions, chairs, the little tags at the DMV ‑‑ 
MR. SPEAKER: (audio). 
MR. HAWKINS: Yeah, thank you, Mr. Speaker. And the problem is people show up there wanting to get their samples processed and there aren't enough staff to actually, as I said earlier, take the samples and analyze the samples. What happens to the samples that can't be analyzed locally? Thank you. 
HON. LESA SEMMLER: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. And I appreciate the Member, you know, and I will take him up on if he has any other recommendations, feel free to stop at my office and give me that list of recommendations. I'll bring them over to NTHSSA and see what they can do about that. 
As for the lab recs that are ‑‑ any lab tests that cannot be done within the house, like there is a multiple types of tests that we do in‑house at Stanton, and there are some that we ‑‑ they just don't have the capacity to continue to do all of those samples. They send them to Alberta through the contract that we have through the lab there. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
MR. SPEAKER: Final supplementary. Member from Yellowknife Centre. 
MR. HAWKINS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I'm not sure I have to walk down to the office; I've already given her the suggestions and she's welcome by the way. 
That said, Mr. Speaker, the Minister did go into the other area of where the samples are going. What type of analysis is being taken as to how much are going where, what does it cost, what does it change the process. Because I'm aware that section has requested more staffing. In other words, they put in submissions to increase the staff but someone in the chain of hierarchy keeps denying them the needed staff. And I'm curious as to what the reasoning is behind that. So the analysis and the reasons here. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member from Yellowknife Centre. I think that's a dual question there, a double question. Now I wasn't tightening at the Member. Minister of Health and Social Services. 
HON. LESA SEMMLER: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, I will bring this back. And I know that we do have ‑‑ we do track the stats, and we do know what we send out. We do actually know what it costs us to send this out. So what I can do is I can get that information, and I can share it with the Member. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister of Health and Social Services. Oral questions. Member from Range Lake. 
[bookmark: _Toc212640015]Question 802-20(1):
Regulation of Paramedics
MR. TESTART: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Earlier today the health Minister delivered a statement about care in small communities that included two recommendations that have been adopted by this working group that includes bringing paramedics into the model of care for small communities. The Northwest Territories is one of, I believe, only two jurisdictions in Canada where paramedics are unregulated. We don't have legislation covering paramedics. So how does she intend to do this without legislation to do so? Thank you. 
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member from Range Lake. Minister of Health and Social Services. 
HON. LESA SEMMLER: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, we have a lot of health professionals that have worked in our healthcare system, and we are slowly regulating those health professionals. We are looking, as for instance, LPNs most currently were regulated under the nursing ‑‑ I think it's the CANN legislation that we passed last year. There is the Health Professions Act that we are, you know, working on to bring to the floor, and there are a number of different aspects under that that we are going to be bringing forward regulations under. We are currently trying to bring forward all of the staff that are currently regulated throughout Canada and, you know, there's jurisdictional scan. There's some areas that don't regulate certain things, some regulate things, so we're just trying to bring all of those forward. And, you know, I don't know where or what at this point where paramedics are, but we have had ‑‑ like, have had unregulated professions working in our system under policy. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
MR. TESTART: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, the scope of practice of paramedics is unlikely to be changed without legislation to guide it. Is the department planning on bringing forward a legislative proposal or legislative changes that would bring paramedics into the Health Professions Act? Thank you. 
HON. LESA SEMMLER: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. That would be part of this work. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister of Health and Social Services. Final supplementary. Member from Range Lake. 
MR. TESTART: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Well, one of the reasons I'm interested is I've been speaking with paramedics and they'd like to be regulated and they'd like to see an Act. So lest a Member bring it forward in the Private Member's bill, which probably isn't what the Minister wants to hear, when can we get assurances that there will be a bill in this House to review, to vote on, that will regulate paramedics and allow them to do the jobs that are so crucial for our communities, especially our small communities? Thank you. 
HON. LESA SEMMLER: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, and I think this is a ‑‑ this is why we're looking at how can we implement paramedics into the small communities because currently right now, you know, they work in larger regional centres and not necessarily ‑‑ what has happened is over the summer months, we do contract paramedics that are on standby to be deployed to the health centres if needed, an evacuation in a community. And so since we have them ‑‑ and usually summertime is when we have our reduced services ‑‑ they've been in the clinics doing triaging and helping the CHN, working alongside the CHN. I cannot commit to saying that that ‑‑ there's going to be legislation. You know, I'm looking at the legislation and the regs that we want to have to be able to work towards and implement in this government. The department is a small department to try and implement things. It's one thing to pass legislation and then it's to implement it, then it sits there. So what I would like to do is get the current legislative list through this House before the end of this government so that way we can have the implementation plan ready to go with them as well. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister of Health and Social Services. Oral questions. Member from Monfwi. 
[bookmark: _Toc212640016]Question 803-20(1):
Wildlife Management Strategy
MRS. WEYALLON ARMSTRONG: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I still had one more question for the ECC. But I do have three questions, two for MACA and one for ECC. So I can get it back on the list again for MACA. 
One is for ECC, given the increasing frequency of evacuations and climate‑driven wildfire threats, what is the GNWT timeline for implementing a fully proactive wildfire management strategies that prioritize prevention over response? Thank you. 
MR. SPEAKER: Minister of ECC. 
HON. JAY MACDONALD: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, happy to stand here and say that we've already started implementing that, and that has been certainly part of the work that we have done over the last number of years as the threat and the impact of climate change, you know, is affecting us as a territory. I think one thing that's really clear here is that we are a vast territory in land mass but we are small in population, and the remoteness of our communities certainly is one of the very challenging barriers that we face when it comes to, you know, being responsive to wildland fire. We have small resources stretched over a vast area. You know, we've got a lot of programs on the go through collaboration and funding arrangements with the federal government for FireSmart initiatives, with community governments, with Indigenous governments, with the population general, and ensuring that as we move forward with our programming that we're communicating with all of our Indigenous government partners, Indigenous organizations, and communities to maximize those resources to ensure that we are very proactive in our response to wildfire prevention in the territory. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you Minister of ECC. Do you have another question for ECC, Member from Monfwi? 
MRS. WEYALLON ARMSTRONG: For MACA, yeah. 
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Oral questions. Member from Yellowknife North. 
[bookmark: _Toc212640017]Question 804-20(1):
Supports for Community Health Nurse
MS. MORGAN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I wanted to ask further questions of the Minister of Health and Social Services, this time about supports available for community health centre nurses. So, first, how is either HSS or the health authority working to rebuild the successful model of continuous physician care that was being practiced five years ago, for example, in Behchoko and Fort Good Hope where a designated physician would be on call to support the community health nurse for non‑emergent matters seven days a week? Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member from Yellowknife North. Minister of Health and Social Services. 
HON. LESA SEMMLER: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. And thank you to the Member for this question. You know, I know that right now Fort Good Hope, the physician model is currently being under evaluation now. The pilot has been ongoing. And when I was into the community and I even met with the physician that was the lead on that, they are hopefully to have the review completed by April 2026, and that work is actually going to be helping us to form, you know, when we do our ‑‑ with our model of care for small communities. As I said, improving the model of care in our small communities is and always the priority. And so as for the on call, I know I did raise it to ask questions just to ‑‑ because it was the first time, I've heard of it. I can follow up into it more to see when it stopped, why it stopped, or those kinds of information and behind that. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
MS. MORGAN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. So next, what options have been examined to take the pressure off community health nurses being on call after hours? For example, to have 8‑1‑1 or 9‑1‑1 or MED response field direct calls to what's now going to the on‑call phone instead of community health nurses being the first point of contact after hours. So this could, for example, screen whether the call is actually an emergency, and it could help protect community health nurses if there are harassing phone calls that are coming. So what options are being examined to change the way on‑call/after‑hours calls are being fielded in small communities? Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
HON. LESA SEMMLER: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, at this point, there is no capacity to remove the responsibility from the CHN; however, you know, the CHN is still the most responsible and only provider able to handle this service within the current model of our ‑‑ the community model of care. But there are many different things that are going on right now, including primary care reform, Deh Cho's journey mapping, the work on small community model of care, which I spoke about in my statement today. We are improving continuity of core services delivering by both how other professions, like we just said, paramedics and LPNs can be implemented into the system. That is one of the areas where we are thinking that could be shared amongst, you know, the different health care providers because what is happening is, is the CHN is the one that's usually having to see them all hours of the night and then it closes the clinics the next day, and then they all get cancelled. So if we can have the paramedics being on call at night or somebody else, recognizing that community health nurses essentially cannot be replaced so we have to find better ways to support them. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister of Health and Social Services. Final supplementary. Member from Yellowknife North. 
MS. MORGAN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. But to get clarification there, so obviously the community health nurse would have to be the one in a small community to offer the assistance or the care if they're the one in‑charge. But when I'm wondering is whether the call could go through, for example, a 9‑1‑1 or an 8‑1‑1 just as, you know, people could call 9‑1‑1 in emergency and then that dispatcher would determine the nature of the emergency and then activate the appropriate emergency responder or person in‑charge, such as the community health nurse, but having that extra screening could field out calls that are, you know, simply harassment or calls that are not an emergency to ‑‑ that the community health nurse would not have to respond to anyway but would avoid them having to be woken up in the middle of the night multiple times. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
HON. LESA SEMMLER: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, we encourage all residents in the Northwest Territories to call 8‑1‑1 for non‑emergent questions on their health or their family's health, and we encourage all Northwest Territories residents to call 9‑1‑1 first before calling, you know, the health centre. Health centres are generally used when ‑‑ and that was ‑‑ but the thing is, is the change. The change management in small communities is this has been the model for so long and that's where they're so used to calling that they don't call 8‑1‑1 and they don't call 9‑1‑1; they call the health centre. And so the health centre always has a nurse on call for those emergencies as well because when you call 8‑1‑1 or if you call 9‑1‑1 and they redirect it to MED response, then MED response will be calling the nurse anyway. So the nurse is always on call. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister of Health and Social Services. Oral questions. Member from Monfwi. 
[bookmark: _Toc212640018]Question 805-20(1):
Wildfire Preparedness and Emergency Management
MRS. WEYALLON ARMSTRONG: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. So my questions are to MACA, to MACA Minister. 
So readiness and preparedness ‑‑ I'm going to say it again, readiness and preparedness are critical to wildfire management; however, the evacuations that occurred this summer suggest that the government's wildfire operation are still too reactive in nature. What specific step is the department taking to improve early detection and response measures, so communities are not forced to evacuate at the last minute? Thank you. 
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Minister of Municipal and Community Affairs. 
HON. VINCE McKAY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Emergencies happen anytime, anywhere, not just with wildfires. It is important that the territorial government supports local governments in being prepared for emergencies. MACA supports communities in emergency management and developing their community emergency management plans to ensure that they're prepared when an emergency strikes. If there's a flood and they need to evacuate, we need to have those preparedness documents prepared well in advance so that there isn't that instant reaction and place ‑‑ things are in place in order to assist a community when they're being evacuated. So this isn't a one‑time thing. This is an ongoing thing. We need to make sure communities' emergency plans are up to date and that they're practiced so that when an emergency strikes, we know exactly what to do. And municipal and community affairs is there to support communities every step of the way. The communities are the ones that know their communities, and MACA will be there to support them. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
MRS. WEYALLON ARMSTRONG: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. With climate change, wildfire is an issue, and for many of us in small communities and the water level low is a major concern. With that in mind, Mr. Speaker, when the decisions are made that lead to a community evacuation, it seems communities and their residents are caught off guard in most cases. Is the government contemplating changes to wildfire management that allows for more proactive communications to both communities and our residents so that they are more aware of threats of wildfire and the potential for community evacuation? Thank you. 
HON. VINCE McKAY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I will speak only to the wildfire ‑‑ or sorry, the emergency evacuation line of the questioning there. And essentially what the goal is to make sure that communities are prepared and the resources that are provided by the GNWT to the communities in order to make sure that they're prepared to evacuate include educated people in ICS, people trained in the management for community emergencies, and the ability to work and ‑‑ the ability to assess the emergencies and the hazards and make those decisions with the community, not the community telling the ‑‑ sorry, not the government telling the community they have to evacuate. So all agencies are working together, all levels of government in order to make that decision, not just one government. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister of Municipal and Community Affairs. Oral questions. Member from the Deh Cho. 
[bookmark: _Toc212640019][bookmark: _Hlk211880881]Question 806-20(1):
Wildfire Management Strategy
MRS. YAKELEYA: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My question is to the Minister of ECC. Is there a minimum or maximum distance a wildfire has to be from a community to be actioned by ECC? Thank you. 
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member from the Deh Cho. Minister of ECC. 
HON. JAY MACDONALD: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, I don't have a specific distance per se to this question. There are a number of factors that would play into the preplanning, if you will, of trigger points. So there's weather, there's wind, there's drought levels, there's moisture, duff moisture codes. There's a number of contributing factors that would be taken into account as they determine what those trigger points are, whether it's a recommendation for an evacuation alert or a notice or an actual evacuation. So those things will vary depending on the specific location. Like I said, the specific level of threat and the weather conditions at the time. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
MRS. YAKELEYA: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Is there a wildfire protocol or policy in place to ensure safety of residents when there's fire coming towards a community? Thank you. 
HON. JAY MACDONALD: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, the forest fire management policy is based on priorities with the number one priority being human life. And certainly as fires are detected on the landscape ‑‑ and I'll use 2025 as an example, we had about 201 fires. Of those 201 fires, 100 received some form of direct action. And of those, 80 of those incidents were close enough to communities to pose some level of threat, with 20 of those fires being close enough to pose a higher level of threat. So certainly the first priority, based on the policy and the information that is provided to our decision‑makers, is to ensure that we're following that policy and that the number one most important thing is that we're looking out for human life first and then we look at values, etcetera, and it moves on from there. So, yes, Mr. Speaker, that is our priority. Thank you. 
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister of ECC. Final supplementary. 
Oral questions. Member from Yellowknife Centre. 
[bookmark: _Toc212640020]Question 807-20(1):
Arctic Economic Security Corridor
MR. HAWKINS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My questions are directed to the Minister of strategic infrastructure, and I believe I'd like to focus in on specifically what I raised in terms of my Member's statement. 
Mr. Speaker, when I raised the issue that the West Kitikmeot region is pushing a project, that it's on the second‑tier list of the major projects list, industry ‑‑ local industry, even NWT industry doesn't see themselves as part of this sort of important venture that the territory needs, that adrenalin shot in the arm basically to our economy. Mr. Speaker, what can the Minister do to assure that our project ‑‑ our side of the project is now either included or will be added to that major list? Thank you. 
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member from Yellowknife Centre. Minister responsible for Strategic Infrastructure, Energy, and Supply Chains. 
HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Well done, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, thank you. First of all, we're not second- tier, Mr. Speaker. We are on ‑‑ we're on the side of the list that puts the major projects office directly responsible for making sure that our project, in fact, gets moving and gets going. We've already met. Staff from strategic infrastructure were in Calgary to meet with the new major projects’ office. The YKDFN and the Tlicho are deeply involved in this project. We meet with them regularly. There's a significant plan that's been developed conjointly with those two nations on whose lands and traditional lands this project would potentially be running, in addition to which is a whole of government, Mr. Speaker. As the Premier already mentioned, we were actively meeting with counterparts in Ottawa, both myself, Minister Cleveland, the Premier's office. So this is actually moving on a number of fronts. And I've also spoken with the city of Yellowknife on this and done presentation last year and an update on this. So, again, happy to have the profile raised here, and I sort of number one would say I think perhaps it's time to do another perhaps meeting publicly with the city so we can get people aware of the work that is, in fact, ongoing on this. Thank you. 
MR. HAWKINS: Mr. Speaker, I'm a little confused on the side versus second tier. It doesn't sound like it's on the list of number one projects, and it's not even the ‑‑ doesn't sound clear enough that it's even on the second visiting of this particular project. Can the Minister tell us what will it take to get it as a major ‑‑ sorry, the Arctic Economic Security Corridor identified as a major project in this next submission? Thank you. 
HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, there's a lot of people asking the federal government that very question. I'm not the federal government. What we are recognized, the Arctic Energy Security Corridor was formally recognized as a project of national interest, so there was five projects that are in it the first sort of ‑‑ if you're calling it tiers, they're in the first group of projects that were named as national projects. That is important for the projects that need to go through the Bill C5 process. Being named there gives them access to the schedule 2 or schedule 1 which changes how they're going to go through the regulatory process. Our regulatory system's different, Mr. Speaker. I don't need to go through the process that's there. I do need the major projects office to get involved, help us figure out the funding, the stacking of the funding, and the way that we're going to fund this project to get it moving. And so in that sense, Mr. Speaker, we are on this list, we are a project of strategic interest, we've got the major projects office involved, and I intend to work with them to make sure that they can get us across the line. Thank you. 
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister responsible for Strategic Infrastructure, Energy, and Supply Chains. Final supplementary. Member from Yellowknife Centre. 
MR. HAWKINS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I won't go at length. My whole statement talked about the shot in the arm of adrenalin we need. So when can that initiative see the light of day where we'll get funding or our proposal will be reviewed for funding on this type of initiative? Thank you. 
HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, there's so much happening on many fronts on this. And so what I'm going to suggest is that we perhaps need to do a better job of telling our story on this project here. We were just in Ottawa. We spoke with a number of Ministers while we were there, with Council of Leaders. Council of Leaders are getting the word out. The Tlicho are getting the word out. YKDFN. But, again, there's a lot that's been happening. Both of those nations have gone through elections in just the last few months. Those processes are done now. We're all ready to get moving, and I would certainly like to say that we will get something out publicly about how we're working together and what our next steps are. Happy to make that commitment. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister responsible for Strategic Infrastructure, Energy, and Supply Chains. 
Colleagues, the time is up for oral questions. Oral questions. Written questions. Returns to written questions. Replies to the Commissioner's address. Petitions. Reports of Committees on the Review of Bills. Member from Frame Lake. 
[bookmark: _Toc212640021]Reports of Committees on the Review of Bills
[bookmark: _Toc212640022]Bill 26:
An Act to Amend the Public Service Act,
Carried
MR. MORSE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, your committee would like to report on its consideration of Bill 26, An Act to Amend the Public Service Act. 
Bill 26 received second reading in the Legislative Assembly on May 26th, 2025, and was referred to the Standing Committee on Government Operations for review.
The committee received briefings from the sponsor and stakeholders between June and September 2025. The committee also held a public meeting on September 23rd, 2025. The committee has also received 28 submissions from members of the public to date. 
The committee has not yet conducted a clause‑by‑clause review of the bill; therefore, Mr. Speaker, in accordance with Rule 8.3(2) of the Rules of the Legislative Assembly of the Northwest Territories, I move, seconded by the honourable Member for Great Slave, that the review period for Bill 26, An Act to Amend the Public Service Act, be extended by 120 days. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member from Frame Lake. To the motion. 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question.
MR. SPEAKER: Question has been called. All those in favour? Opposed? Abstentions? Motion carried. 
‑‑‑Carried 
Colleagues, the Standing Committee on Government Operations has received an extension of its 120 days review period. As a result, the Point of Order raised by the Member from Yellowknife Centre on Friday, October 17th, 2025, is now moot. However, I will refer the debate on the Member's Point of Order to the Standing Committee on Privilege and Procedures for review and, if required, to make a recommendation to the change of the rules. 
Reports of Committees on the Review of Bills. Reports of Standing and Special Committees. Member from Frame Lake. 
MR. MORSE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, your Standing Committee on Government Operations is pleased to provide its report on the review to date of Bill 26, An Act to Amend the Public Service Act, and commends it to the House. And if you give me a second here, I'll prepare myself to read the report. 
The Standing Committee on Government Operations reports on the review to date of Bill 26, An Act to Amend the Public Service Act.
Bill 26, An Act to Amend the Public Service Act received second reading on May 26th, 2025 and was referred to the Standing Committee on Government Operations for review. Bill 26 is a Private Member's bill, brought forward by ‑‑ Mr. Speaker, I'm not sure if the report names the Member, is it okay to use the Member's name in the House? 
Bill 26 is a Private Member's bill brought forward by Shauna Morgan, MLA for Yellowknife North. Bill 26 would make amendments to the Public Service Act to provide a process to authorize and de‑authorize a separate bargaining unit for unionized nurses pursuant to a vote. This would apply to all public sector nurses registered with the College and Association of Nurses of the Northwest Territories and Nunavut, referred to as CAN in the rest of the report. 
The main points of Bill 26 include the following: 
· Changing the definition of employee's association to include an association or other body that has been authorized to bargain collectively on behalf of nurses of the public service;
· Adding a definition of nurse to the Act, which includes nurses employed by the Hay River Health and Social Services Authority, which only takes effect once Section 20 of An Act to Amend the Hospital Insurance and Health and Social Services Administration Act comes into force;
· Adding that an application may be made to the Supreme Court for an order that authorizes an applicant to bargain collectively on behalf of nurses, which may be granted provided the Court is satisfied that all nurses had the opportunity to vote and that a majority of nurses who voted were in favour;
· Adding, through a similar process, that an application can be made after six months for an order to decertify the nurse's bargaining agent;
· Specifying that any term or condition of employment that applies to nurses as members of the Union of northern Workers, or UNW, continues until a new agreement is entered into by a new employee's association on their behalf. 
· The Act would come into force on November 7th, 2025. 
This report outlines committee's engagement with the public, stakeholders, and the Government of the Northwest Territories on Bill 26. Both the sponsor of Bill 26 and the government provided substantial background information to support committee's review, which is included in the appendices to this report. 
Committee sought feedback on Bill 26, with a call for public submissions on the Legislative Assembly website and through social media, in addition to targeted engagement with key stakeholders. Committee received 28 written submissions on Bill 26, which can be found in Appendix C. Committee correspondence related to this review can be found in Appendix D of the report.
Committee held public briefings with CANN, UNW, Public Service Alliance of Canada, and the Northern Territories Federation of Labour. Committee also received public briefings from the sponsor of the bill, accompanied by nurses in support of the bill, and the Minister of Finance. Presentations on Bill 26 can be found in Appendix B. 
On September 23rd, 2025, a public meeting was held in Yellowknife for the public to present views on Bill 26. 17 residents attended, and five oral submissions were made to committee. Committee extends its gratitude to those who contributed their views during the review of Bill 26. 
While committee largely supports the goal of nurses having the ability to choose their own bargaining agent in recognition of their professional workplace needs and in support of health care sustainability in the Northwest Territories, committee believes that the most appropriate way to address certification and decertification of any bargaining agent is through comprehensive government modernization of Section 41 of the Public Service Act, also known as Phase 2 amendments.
Phase 2 amendments would allow for the creation of a labour relations board or similar mechanism to certify new bargaining agents. This approach would address the operational concerns that some nurses are seeking and would ensure freedom of association consistent with the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms. Committee believes this work is crucial given the concerns raised by nurses and residents through the review of Bill 26, and the fact that the NWT is one of the last jurisdictions in Canada without a labour relations board, putting our residents at a disadvantage.
During a public briefing to committee on Bill 26, the Minister committed to introducing a draft bill for Phase 2 amendments to the Public Service Act in the fall of 2026. Committee is pleased to acknowledge, as evidenced through the study of Bill 26, that both the government and union stakeholders are committed to collaborative work on addressing these amendments. 
Bill 26 is contentious and is not a perfect bill, but committee members see value in pausing its review process for the time being, and to resume its review at a later date should the government not deliver on its promise of a legislative proposal for phase 2 amendments to the Public Service Act by spring 2026 and introduction of a bill in fall 2026. 
To that end, committee urges government to make accelerated progress on the Public Service Act phase 2 amendments to ensure freedom of association consistent with the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms. 
Recommendation 1 of the report, Mr. Speaker: 
The Standing Committee on Government Operations recommends that the Government of Northwest Territories complete the engagement and work necessary to bring forward a legislative proposal no later than May 2026 session and to introduce a bill to support phase 2 amendments to the Public Service Act no later than the October 2026 session in line with the timelines previously communicated. 
Recommendation 2: 
The Standing Committee on Government Operations requests that the Government of the Northwest Territories provide a response to the committee's recommendations within 120 days.
Conclusion: 
Committee has not held a clause‑by‑clause review of Bill 26. Committee has paused its review of the bill and may resume its review at a later date in order to hold the government accountable for progress on a bill to address phase 2 changes to the Public Service Act.
Thank you, Mr. Speaker. And I do note there is a dissenting opinion to be read. 
MR. SPEAKER: To the report. Member from Yellowknife Centre. 
MR. HAWKINS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. And I appreciate the ‑‑ what the chair of the committee's read in thus far. However, some different points of view, and I'll share other Members' points of view. 
Mr. Speaker, the Standing Committee on Government Operations (the committee) was tasked with reviewing Bill 26, An Act to Amend the Public Service Act. As a Member of the committee, it is important to note that while I agree with some of the concerns highlighted in committee's report on the review to date of Bill 26, there are several important reasons for preparing a dissenting point of view. 
First of all, I call it committee process concerns: 
I do not agree that the committee's decision to pause its review process for the time being and resuming its review at a later date should the Government of the Northwest Territories (the government) not deliver on its promise of a legislative proposal for phase 2 amendments to the Public Service Act by spring of 2026 and introduce ‑‑ introduction of a bill in the fall of 2026. 
The first opportunity (October 16th) of 2025 arose after 120 days study period had passed, and committee did not report Bill 26 back per the rules, practices, and traditions of the Legislative Assembly. At the time of the draft of this report, this issue was outstanding, unclear. And as it all appears, Mr. Speaker, it may have technically been worked through. 
At the end of the 120‑day period, a study period of the bill by standing committee, or special committee, all committees are faced with three options: 
1. Proceed to clause‑by‑clause review and be reported as ready or not for further consideration by the Assembly; 
2. Return to the House and request more time to study the bill as we did today; and,
3. Report to the House and report that the bill was found wanting and not allow the House to consider its final direction. 
Committee refused to formalize direction on Bill 26, which causes me concern. There is no transparency, explanation, similar to what is seen at the clause‑by‑clause stage as to why committee formally breached the rules of the Assembly on this bill. I believe this needs to be clearly explained, including the reasons. The current direction that committee has taken constitutes a break of its own rules and proceedings without addressing the formal requirements to report progress on the bill. 
Committee, in my opinion, has not taken a formal position to avoid a judgment of Bill 26 and avoid a division (voting) by committee, including the subsequent follow‑up in the House. 
The refusal to proceed to clause‑by‑clause review, to openly ignore the Assembly's practice despite objections of some committee members, is concerning. By the time the public engagement period had closed, which tallied approximately 50 days, committee had zero public submissions on the record for Bill 26. All written feedback from the public came after the sponsor of the bill requested more time and after some campaigners in support of Bill 26 had informed some Members that they realized that no submissions had been sent in by that deadline. 
Concerns about Bill 26 not ready: 
It is my dissenting opinion is that Bill 26 should be reported as not ready and not in good form. My opinion is based on the following concerns: 
Direction of intent: 
Support for the nursing and health care industry continues to be unwavering but Bill 26 has been presented as solving the nurses' challenges but from the start, it appears to be centered around being a tool to deal with the internal labour politics. Bill 26 may mean well, but it does not address the issues raised by nurses, such as a nurse to a patient ratio, management concerns, shift premiums, etcetera. 
Support for all health workers, Mr. Speaker: 
As a Member of the Legislative Assembly, I have always stated that I would support a health care worker bill that would not exclude other nurses or health care workers. My position has always been no health care worker left behind. Teasing one group out of a larger collective group has the potential of creating upending effects and potentially setbacks that may cause serious damage to all groups, which will be lasting. Therefore, more time must be dedicated to consideration of its implications. This bill has been sold as a rosy picture in which the details will work themselves out; however, this has not proven to be the case. 
There are a number of inherent risks if Bill 26 moves forward which, as highlighted during the committee review process, may prove to be a setback if not thought through, from voter rights to long‑term setbacks in a new collective bargaining, etcetera. 
Many of these concerns raised at the beginning of the Bill 26 review process focused on internal matters. In other words, the Legislative Assembly is being brought to address union versus union issues. This bill was never designed to address the health care concerns raised by the nurses which is based on why this group wants to break out of the Union of Northern Workers (UNW). 
The collective of nurses has stated over a lengthy period that their issues are with management, shift premiums, workloads, and more. I know that nurses are very articulate on their issues. The sponsor of the bill is trying to give the impression that nurses are being ignored. 
Structural failures in the process may be there as claimed ‑‑ sorry, may not be there as claimed. Sorry, Mr. Speaker. Bill 26 is meant to be a catch‑all. My focus continues to be on the health care industry. No health care worker left behind matters to me. There are many complimentary skills, talents, and rules that work together with nurses. Why put one forward a health care provider bargaining unit rather than a nurses’ unit specifically? Teasing one group out of a larger health care group might not be the best solution. I am concerned that the bill is causing a divide in the nursing community. If the bill moves forward, I'm concerned that there will be ancillary services who will be asking for the same thing. 
The justification for the breakaway has been that nurses have not been heard. The UNW and sponsors say no one is listening; however, nurses have been very articulate in their position, wishes, and needs. There is no evidence to show that Bill 26 will fix the concerns such as ratios, vacancies, shift premiums, agency nurses. 
How it will guarantee that these issues will be addressed: 
The purpose of the bill claims to empower nurses, but there is no evidence that it will do that. I have concerns with the validity of the survey done by the College and Association of Nurses of the Northwest Territories and Nunavut (CANN), albeit well intended. I understand that the sponsor of Bill 26 refused to meet with the UNW. I would rather see the union sort their own house out before coming to the legislature. I'm concerned it is not the appropriate vehicle at this point in time. If Bill 26 passes, government may be immediately responsible for extra costs and extensive obligations. We need to appreciate the long game rather than the short game (Bill 26). I worry about the costs that we keep creating, including if we are putting more money into boots on the ground or administration of the legislative process. 
Government has limited resources and the decisions such as these becoming significant choices that we have to address in order to meet the challenges. Meanwhile, the issues of a new labour relations board is a hanging concern left unanswered. The government has committed to finding a way through this after the upcoming Public Service Act amendments have been considered. The union and government have some form of discussion to resolve these matters and have committed to working together. 
Further concerns, Mr. Speaker: 
I worry that if we pull one brick out, the rest of the system may tumble. For that reason, we need to know what is being agreed to before we agree to it If we need to appreciate the risks and the ripple effects. The guarantee of a collective agreement freeze may exist in Bill 26, but it does not mean it will be the foundation of the next collective agreement. The potential for a lesser agreement exists. Section 6 of the bill appears to be a natural assumption that everything will be the same. Don't worry, it'll be fine. But it cannot be the same unless the employer concedes that it will be. It does not present a guarantee what the future will look like. The content of the first collective agreement for nurses is wide open. Further, the provision's actual effect is open to the final interpretation ‑‑ final ruling on the interpretation, sorry. There are too many unknowns at this moment, Mr. Speaker. 
So in conclusion, for the reasons noted above, I do not, as well as other Members, agree with the pausing of committee's review of this bill is the most important or effective approach. Bill 26 is flawed; therefore, my dissenting opinion is that the committee should respond according and report the bill is not ready. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
And, lastly, even though it's not part of the note, it did change ‑‑ the tone of the report did change based on the motion just earlier; however, the substance of the principle should still stand. Thank you. 
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member from Yellowknife Centre. Member from Frame Lake.
MR. MORSE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, I move, seconded by the Member for Great Slave, that Committee Report 25‑20(1), the Standing Committee on Government Operations Report on the Review to Date of Bill 26, An Act to Amend the Public Service Act, be received and adopted by the Assembly. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member from Frame Lake. To the motion. 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question.
MR. SPEAKER: Question has been called. All those in favour, please raise your hand. All those opposed, please raise your hand. All those abstaining, please raise your hand. Motion has carried. 
‑‑‑Carried 
Mr. Morse. 
MR. MORSE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, I move, seconded by the Member for Great Slave, that pursuant to Rule 9.4(5)(a), the Government of the Northwest Territories table a comprehensive response to this report, including all recommendations, within 120 days or at the earliest opportunity subsequent to the passage of 120 days. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member. To the motion. Question. Member from Yellowknife Centre. 
MR. HAWKINS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It just seems weird that the government would be responding to something that we're just creating a delay. So it just seems odd that we'd be asking the government to respond to a report in this manner. So anyway, I just want to point that out. If they want to respond, it's up to them. We've seen the responses. They're usually pretty canned anyway which is ‑‑ it is what it is. So I just find it unusual that this motion would be in order in this particular case. Thank you. 
MR. SPEAKER: It is a procedural thing; the recommendation is in order. To the recommendation. 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question.
MR. SPEAKER: Question has been called. All those in favour? Opposed? Abstentions? The motion is carried. 
‑‑‑Carried 
Reports of Standing and Special Committees. Colleagues. In recognition of the time, I will call a brief break to give the translators a break. Thank you.
---SHORT RECESS
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, colleagues. Tabling of Documents. Minister of ECC. 
[bookmark: _Toc212640023]Tabling of Documents
[bookmark: _Toc212640024]Tabled Document 392-20(1):
2025 Northwest Territories Environmental Audit Final Report
[bookmark: _Toc212640025]Tabled Document 393-20(1):
Conference of Management Authorities Species at Risk Annual Report 2024-2025
[bookmark: _Toc212640026]Tabled Document 394-20(1):
Northwest Territories Species at Risk Committee Annual Report
2024-2025
HON. JAY MACDONALD: Mr. Speaker, I wish to table the following three documents: 2025 Northwest Territories Environmental Audit Final Report; 	Conference of Management Authorities Species at Risk Annual Report 2024‑2025; and Northwest Territories Species at Risk committee Annual Report 2024‑2025. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister of ECC. Tabling of Documents. Minister responsible for Workers' Safety and Compensation Commission. 
[bookmark: _Toc212640027]Tabled Document 395-20(1):
Workers’ Safety and Compensation Commission Northwest Territories and Nunavut Annual Report 2024
HON. VINCE McKAY: Mr. Speaker, I wish to table the following document: Workers' Safety and Compensation Commission Northwest Territories and Nunavut Annual Report 2024. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister responsible for Workers' Safety and Compensation Commission. Tabling of Documents. Notices of motion. Motions. Notices of motion for first reading of bills. First reading of bills. Minister of Finance. 
[bookmark: _Toc212640028]First Reading of Bills
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An Act to Amend the Public Service Act, No. 2.,
Deemed Read
HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Mr. Speaker, I wish to present to the House Bill 32, An Act to Amend the Public Service Act, No. 2, to be read for the first time. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. Pursuant to Rule 8.2(3), Bill 32 is deemed to have first reading and is ready for second reading. First reading of bills. Second reading of bills. Consideration in Committee of the Whole of bills and other matters, Bill 21, Bill 22, Bill 28, Tabled Document 385‑20(1), Tabled Document 386‑20(1), Tabled Document 387‑20(1), Tabled Document 388‑20(1), with the Member from the Deh Cho in the chair. 
[bookmark: _Toc212640030]Consideration in Committee of the Whole of Bills and Other Matters
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): I now call Committee of the Whole to order. What is the wish of the committee? Member from Inuvik Boot Lake. 
MR. RODGERS: Thank you, Madam Chair. Madam Chair, the committee wishes to consider the following: Bill 21, An Act to Amend the Workers' Compensation Act; Bill 22, Legislation Act; Bill 28, An Act to Amend the Student Financial Assistance Act, No. 2; Tabled Document 385‑20(1), 2026‑2027 Capital Estimates; Tabled Document 386‑20(1), Supplementary Estimates (Operations Expenditures and Borrowing Authorization), No. 3, 2024‑2025; Tabled Document 387‑20(1), Supplementary Estimates (Infrastructure Expenditures), No. 2, 2025‑2026; and, Tabled Document 388‑20(1), Supplementary Estimates (Operations Expenditures), No. 2, 2025‑2026. Thank you, Madam Chair. 
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Does committee agree? 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed. 
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Thank you, committee. We will go to the first item. Committee, we have agreed to consider Bill 21, An Act to Amend the Workers' Compensation Act. I will ask the Minister responsible for Workers' Safety and Compensation Commission to introduce the bill. 
HON. VINCE McKAY: Thank you, Madam Chair. I am here to present Bill 21, An Act to Amend the Workers' Compensation Act. 
The purpose of the bill is to modernize the pension‑related provisions in the Workers' Compensation Act, aiming to create a fairer and more equitable compensation system that will bring the Northwest Territories in line with the approach used by the rest of Canada. 
The proposed legislative amendments replace lifetime pensions, based solely on medical impairment, with a wage‑loss benefit system that better considers a worker's job and the impact the injury has had on their ability to continue working in that job. The Workers' Safety and Compensation Commission undertook research that led to the release of the discussion paper in 2020, which served as the basis for two rounds of public engagement. The feedback and findings from this process informed the development of Bill 21. 
As Members are aware, the Workers' Safety and Compensation Commission is shared between the governments of Nunavut and the Northwest Territories. A parallel initiative, Bill 57, received Commissioner's assent in Nunavut on September 18, 2025. Thank you, Madam Chair. 
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Thank you. Minister, would you like to bring witnesses into the chamber? Does the committee agree? 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Sergeant‑at‑arms, please escort the witnesses into the chamber. 
Minister, please introduce your witnesses. 
HON. VINCE McKAY: Thank you, Madam Chair. With me today, Rick Hunt, the WSCC president and CEO to my left. And to my right, Patrick Bruce, legal counsel with the Department of Justice. 
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): I will now turn to the chair of the Standing Committee on Government Operations, the committee that reviewed the bill, for any opening comments on Bill 21. 
MR. MORSE: Thank you, Madam Chair. Madam Chair, Bill 21, An Act to Amend the Workers' Compensation Act, received second reading in the Legislative Assembly on February 28, 2025, and was referred to the Standing Committee on Government Operations for review. 
The committee received four written submissions and held one briefing in the course of its review. The committee also exchanged information with the Standing Committee on Legislation of Nunavut's Legislative Assembly which was studying parallel legislation at the same time. 
The standing committee completed its clause‑by‑clause review of the bill with the Minister responsible for the Workers' Safety and Compensation Commission on September 4th, 2025. 
I thank the committee for their efforts in reviewing the legislation. Individual Members may have additional comments. Thank you, Madam Chair. 
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): I will now open the floor to general comments on Bill 21. 
Is committee agreed that there are no further general comments? Can we proceed to a clause‑by‑clause review of the bill? 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): There are 27 clauses in the bill. Where possible, I will call clauses in groups of five. Does the committee agree? 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Committee, we will defer the bill number and title until further consideration of the clauses. Please turn to page 1 of the bill. 
Clauses 1 to 5, does the committee agree? 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Please turn to page 2 of the bill. Clauses 6 to 10, does the committee agree? 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Please turn to page 4 of the bill. Clauses 11 to 15, does the committee agree? 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Please turn to page 11 of the bill. Clause 16 to 20, does the committee agree? 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Please turn to page 13 of the bill. Clauses 21 to 25, does the committee agree? 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Please turn to page 15 of the bill. Clauses 26 and 27, does the committee agree? 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Returning to the bill's number and title, Bill 21, An Act to Amend the Workers' Compensation Act, does the committee agree? 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): To the bill as a whole, does the committee agree? 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Does the committee agree that Bill 21, An Act to Amend the Workers' Compensation Act, is now ready for a third reading? 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Thank you, committee. Does the committee agree that this concludes the consideration of Bill 21, An Act to Amend the Workers' Compensation Act? 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Thank you, Minister, and thank you to your witnesses. Sergeant‑at‑arms, please escort the witnesses from the chamber. Thank you. 
Committee, we have agreed to consider Bill 22, Legislation Act. I will ask the Minister of Justice to introduce the bill. 
HON. JAY MACDONALD: Thank you, Madam Chair. I am here today to present Bill 22, Legislation Act. The purpose of Bill 22 is to replace the Statutory Instruments Act with a more modern Legislation Act that clearly sets out the territorial regulation‑making process, as well as provisions related to the making of statutes. This is in line with trends across the country to replace this type of legislation with more modernized Acts. 
The territorial approach to oversight of the regulation‑making process dates from 1971 and has remained largely unchanged. The definition of statutory instrument used in the current Statutory Instruments Act is considered one of the most complex definitions in statute law and is difficult to apply. The definition of regulation in that Act has also created confusion in the past. 
In addition to replacing the Statutory Instruments Act, the bill will replace the Public Printing Act with the Territorial Printer Act that aligns with current practices, repeal the Statute Revisions Act, and set out rules regarding the revision of enactments and make related amendments to the Interpretation Act and Legislative Assembly and Executive Council Act.
The Department of Justice engaged with other departments, the leaders of the Intergovernmental Council of the Northwest Territories, the clerk of the Legislative Assembly, the judiciary, and members of the law society. The department also consulted with two Indigenous governments as required under their self‑government statutes. 
Comments were broadly supportive, and some revisions were made regarding references to the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and the publication of notices when editorial changes or corrections are made to legislation. 
I would like to thank standing committee for its study of the bill. I concurred with two motions proposed by standing committee. 
The first motion amended subclause 17(1) of the bill to require the approval of the clerk of the Legislative Assembly for pre‑publication corrections to an Act. 
The second motion replaced paragraph 18(2)(a) of the bill to require that the clerk of the Legislative Assembly satisfy themselves that any copy of the Act to be certified accurately reflects the Act as enacted by the Legislative Assembly. 
This concludes my remarks, and I would be pleased to answer any questions that Members may have regarding Bill 22. Thank you, Madam Chair. 
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Minister, would you like to bring witnesses into the chamber? 
HON. JAY MACDONALD: Yes, please. 
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Does the committee agree? 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Sergeant‑at‑Arms, please escort the witnesses into the chamber. 
Minister, please introduce your witnesses. 
HON. JAY MACDONALD: Thank you, Madam Chair. To my right, I have Mr. Brad Patzer, assistant deputy minister, attorney general. 
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): I will now turn to the chair of the Standing Committee on Government Operations, the committee that reviewed the bill, for any opening comments on Bill 22. 
MR. MORSE: Thank you, Madam Chair. Madam Chair, Bill 22, Legislation Act, received second reading in the Legislative Assembly on March 12th, 2025, and was referred to the Standing Committee on Government Operations for review. The committee received one written submission and held one briefing in the course of its review. The standing committee completed its clause‑by‑clause review of the bill with the Minister of Justice on September 12th, 2025. The committee proposed two amendments which were concurred with by the Minister. 
I thank the committee for their efforts in reviewing the legislation. Individual Members may have individual additional comments. Thank you, Madam Chair. 
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): I will now open the floor to general comments on Bill 22. 
Does the committee agree that there are no further general comments? 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Can we proceed to a clause‑by‑clause review of the bill? 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): There are 152 clauses in the bill. Where possible, I will call clauses in groups of 10. Does the committee agree? 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Committee, we will defer the bill number and title until after consideration of the clauses. 
Please turn to page 11 of the bill. Clause 1 to 10, does the committee agree? 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Please turn to page 18 of the bill. Clauses 11 to 20, does the committee agree? 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Please turn to page 24 of the bill. Clauses 21 to 30, does the committee agree? 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Please turn to page 30 of the bill. Clauses 31 to 40, does the committee agree? 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Please turn to page 37 of the bill. Clauses 41 to 50, does the committee agree? 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Please turn to page 42 of the bill. Clauses 51 to 60, does the committee agree? 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Please turn to page 51 of the bill. Clauses 61 to 70, does the committee agree? 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Please turn to page 57 of the bill. Clauses 71 to 80, does the committee agree? 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Please turn to page 58 of the bill. Clauses 81 to 90, does the committee agree? 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Please turn to page 60 of the bill. Clauses 91 to 100, does the committee agree? 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Please turn to page 61 of the bill. Clauses 101 to 110, does the committee agree? 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Please turn to page 67 of the bill. Clauses 111 to 120, does the committee agree? 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Please turn to page 72 of the bill. Clauses 121 to 130, does the committee agree? 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Please turn to page 78 of the bill. Clauses 131 to 140, does the committee agree? 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Please turn to page 82 of the bill. Clauses 141 to 150, does the committee agree? 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Please turn to page 86 of the bill. Clauses 151 and 152, does the committee agree? 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Returning to the bill's number and title, Bill 22, Legislation Act, does the committee agree? 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): To the bill as a whole, does the committee agree? 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Does the committee agree that Bill 22, Legislation Act, is now ready for third reading? 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Thank you, committee. Does the committee agree that this concludes our consideration of Bill 22, Legislation Act? 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Thank you, Minister, and thank you to your witness. Sargeant‑at‑Arms, please escort the witness from the chamber. 
Committee, we have agreed to consider Bill 28, An Act to Amend the Student Financial Assistance Act, No. 2. I will ask the Minister of Education, Culture and Employment to introduce the bill. 
HON. CAITLIN CLEVELAND: Thank you, Madam Chair. I am here to present Bill 28, An Act to Amend the Student Financial Assistance Act, No. 2. This bill seeks to amend the Student Financial Assistance Act to increase the student loan fund, also called the revolving loan limit in the schedule of the Act from $45 million to $55 million. 
Enhancements to the student financial assistance program made in 2023‑2024, along with more recent changes made to the act by Bill 8, increase the maximum amount that may be loaned to an individual student. Bill 28 will increase the student loan fund by $10 million to ensure students who are eligible for assistance are not denied benefits due to a legislated cap on the maximum cumulative amount that can be loaned to all students. I am pleased to bring forward this bill that will ensure eligible students can continue to access assistance to achieve their educational goals. 
That concludes my opening remarks, and I am prepared to answer any questions that Members may have. Thank you, Madam Chair. 
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Thank you, Minister. Would you like to bring witnesses into the chamber? 
HON. CAITLIN CLEVELAND: Yes. 
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Does the committee agree? 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Sergeant‑at‑Arms, please escort the witnesses into the chamber. 
Minister, please introduce your witnesses. 
HON. CAITLIN CLEVELAND: Thank you, Madam Chair. Madam Chair, to my left I have Jamie Fulford, deputy minister of Education, Culture and Employment. And to my right, I have Nicole Beauchamp, assistant deputy minister, labour and income security. 
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Thank you. I will now turn to the chair of the Standing Committee on Social Development, the committee that reviewed the bill, for any opening comments on Bill 28. 
MRS. WEYALLON ARMSTRONG: Thank you. Thank you, Madam Chair. Madam Chair, Bill 28, An Act to Amend the Student Financial Assistance Act, No. 2, received second reading in the Legislative Assembly on May 29th, 2025, and was referred to the Standing Committee on Social Development for review on September 8th, 2025. The standing committee held a public hearing with the Minister of Justice and completed its clause‑by‑clause review of the bill. 
I thank the committee in their efforts in reviewing this legislation. Individual Members may have additional comments. Thank you. 
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): I will now open the floor to general comments on Bill 28. 
Does the committee agree that there are no further general comments? 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): We can proceed to a clause‑by‑clause review of the bill. Committee, we will defer the bill number and title until after consideration of the clauses. 
Please turn to page 1 of the bill. Clause 1, does the committee agree? 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Clause 2, does the committee agree? 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Bill 28, An Act to Amend the Student Financial Assistance Act, No. 2, does that committee agree? 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): To the bill as a whole, does the committee agree? 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Does the committee agree that Bill 28, An Act to Amend the Student Financial Assistance Act, No. 2, is now ready for third reading? 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Thank you, committee. Does the committee agree that this concludes our consideration of Bill 28, An Act to Amend the Student Financial Assistance Act, No. 2? 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Thank you, Minister, and thanks to your witnesses. Sergeant‑at‑Arms, please escort the witnesses from the chamber. 
Committee, we have agreed to consider Tabled Document 386‑20(1), Supplementary Estimates (Operations Expenditures and Borrowing Authorization), No. 3, 2024‑2025. Thank you. Does the Minister of Finance wish to bring witnesses forward?
HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Yes, please, Madam Chair. 
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Does the committee agree? 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Thank you. Would the Sergeant‑at‑Arms please escort the witness into the chamber. 
Thank you. Would the Minister please introduce her witnesses. 
HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, Madam Chair. Madam Chair, on my left, deputy minister of finance Bill MacKay. And on my right Julie Mujcin, the comptroller general. 
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Thank you. Committee has agreed to forego opening comments and general comments. Does the committee agree to proceed to the details contained in the tabled document? 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Committee, we will begin on page 3 of the Department of Health and Social Services, Health and Social Programs, not previously authorized, $2,797,000. Does the committee agree? 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Supplementary Estimates (Operations Expenditures and Borrowing Authorization), No. 3, 2024‑2025, Department of Health and Social Services, out of territory services, not previously authorized, $24,715,000. Does the committee agree? 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Supplementary Estimates (Operations Expenditures and Borrowing Authorization), No. 3, 2024‑2025. Department of Health and Social Services ‑‑ What? Oh, sorry, ‑‑ I thought I heard everybody say agree. Okay, Sorry. Member for Great Slave. 
MS. REID: Thank you, Madam Chair. For out of territory services in the amount of $24,715,000, can the Minister speak to the over‑expenditures and what is an average amount in any given year? Thank you, Madam Chair. 
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Minister of Finance. 
HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, Madam Chair. An average ‑‑ Madam Chair, I will see if comptroller general has that. I mean, the amount that is ‑‑ yes, let me see if the comptroller general has that. I don't know that we have an average, Madam Chair. I mean, typically the amount that's budgeted would be ‑‑ I mean, I venture to say that that may be based on an average but, again, that's not how ‑‑ I don't have that kind of a number in front of me. Thank you. 
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Member for Great Slave. 
MS. REID: Thank you, Madam Chair. Yeah, and I can appreciate that perhaps that's just a random ask, but I guess the point behind my question is it's not an insignificant amount of money. Obviously, our residents need to have out of territory services; obviously, we budget for that. Perhaps a better question would be, does the department have substantiation or trends that they're noticing in terms of increases in this regard? Thank you, Madam Chair.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Minister of Finance. 
HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, Madam Chair. It is indeed a difficult area. There certainly is some work being done in this respect. There's ‑‑ you know, obviously the volume of residents who may require this care is one of the areas of driver, but also the type of care that is being required. And then the costs of that care and the cost of specialized medical care, certainly in the last five years or so has gone up faster than what it had been previously, but also there's the costs that may be involved depending on, you know, again, some of the other parameters of just where they may be. Different facilities and services in the southern jurisdictions have different requirements for costs. So all of that I can say is being looked at right now as part of broader system sustainability and broader reviews to determine if there are areas that there could be some streamlining, including everything from the contracts with the individual providers to travel that takes place right now, both bringing residents back this way or we're sending families down south, how that gets approved, how it does approve just to needs care. So, yes, I can say that that is being looked at and that some of that is ‑‑ will hopefully come forward in the not too distant future. Thank you, Madam Chair. 
CHARIPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Thank you. Member for Great Slave, do you have a follow‑up? 
MS. REID: Yes, I do. Thank you, Madam Chair. So for this line item, can the Minister explain if this also includes the folks who are living permanently in institutions in other jurisdictions for their care? Thank you, Madam Chair. 
CHARIPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Minister of Finance.
HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: No, Madam Chair. 
CHARIPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Thank you. Any further questions? Okay. Supplementary estimates, operations ‑‑ oh, I didn't see her. Member for Yellowknife North, sorry. 
MS. MORGAN: Thank you, Madam Chair. So the expenditures that we're looking at here, the operational expenditures, are allocated to be under Department of Health and Social Services, but I understand they must be related to the services being provided by the NWT health authorities. And so we know that the budget of the health authority, at least as of March 2025, we can see the accumulated deficit of the NTHSSA at the end of fiscal year ‑‑ or at the end of March 2025 was over $300 million, and it's been growing each year. Is the extra supplementary $27.5 million that we're looking at here ‑‑ does that impact how the health authority deficit is recorded in any way, or is this ‑‑ yeah, maybe I'll just leave it there for my first question. Thank you, Madam Chair.
CHARIPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Thank you. Minister of Finance. 
HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, Madam Chair. So no, Madam Chair, this is not. And there's a couple of different line items that we see in the course of reviewing the Department of Health and Social Services broadly, including where they would put money to support the authority. But this is where if someone who has Northwest Territories health care and they go anywhere outside of Northwest Territories, we are billed back. So this is out of territory hospital medical services. It's not residents who are permanently in other facilities or who may be residing in other facilities, you know, sort of longer term for specialized treatment or say for addictions treatment. For example, this is really it's for the medical expenses, hospital visits, physician services that would be provided. So by necessity, this is actually when services are not provided by the health authority here that we pay back. Similar to if someone who has an Alberta health care or BC health care card comes here, we bill them. Thank you, Madam Chair.
CHARIPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Thank you. Member for Yellowknife North, do you have a follow‑up? 
MS. MORGAN: Yes, thank you, Madam Chair. And so to confirm, though, I mean, I know we're looking at ‑‑ the second line item is out of territory services which could include seeing physicians or medical professionals down south, and the first line item is health and social programs occurring here in the territory. Either way, would the Minister agree that to a large extent, the expenses that are occurred for sending people out of the territory are a direct or indirect result of choices made about services that can or cannot be provided by the health authorities in the territory? So in fact the budgets are related? Can the Minister ‑‑ I guess what I'm asking is, I mean, theoretically ‑‑ if these budgets are considered to be totally separate, theoretically the health authority could resolve its deficit by just cutting a bunch of services here and having residents have to go down to Alberta, and other jurisdictions, to access those services, but all it's really doing is shifting the costs from within the health authority budget to something that we would often have to see here in supplementary appropriations. So what mechanisms are there to actually connect the budgets and the decisions that are made where patients can access services to ensure that we're not continuing just shifting problems from one pot to another and inevitably ending up here in supplementary appropriations as, you know, unplanned‑for costs? I know that's sort of a rambling and unclear question, but I wonder if the Minister could comment on that. Thank you, Madam Chair. 
CHARIPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Thank you. Minister of Finance.
HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, Madam Chair. So, Madam Chair, there are ‑‑ there's a cost associated to when someone is on medical travel as opposed to when someone may be already down south for some other reason or, you know, students for instance, who are down on SFA but who are still considered Northwest Territories residents. You know, there's a number of people who may be down south for one reason or another. And some of this may be the medical travel that I gather maybe is what the MLA is getting at, but not necessarily all of it. So I can say that out of territory services broadly is, indeed, an area that the system sustainability unit is looking at, but it is not exclusively a matter of saying that this is all entirely medical travel related in the sense of where someone who can't get something in the North is necessarily going down south. Some of it is people who are down south for other reasons, who are choosing to go down south for other reasons, who are, you know, as I say students, you know, a number of different examples. So some may be related to medical travel. I don't necessarily have that kind of a breakdown in front of me to the extent, if at all, that it is. But some is not. So, yes, Madam Chair, I ‑‑ yes, anything that's out of territory, there's certainly some cost drivers but as far as breaking that down, it's not as easy as just saying that this would eliminate all of the budgetary deficit in the authority by assuming that everyone went down south. Yes, I don't know that it ‑‑ I don't think that that blanket statement can be made. Thank you, Madam Chair. 
CHARIPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Thank you. Member for Yellowknife North, do you have a follow‑up? 
MS. MORGAN: Thank you, Madam Chair. Perhaps I'll just conclude by asking, do we have a target or a goal for reducing the amount of supplementary appropriations that seem to come to us every single round for, you know, extra operational expenditures for health and social services? Has the department, has the Department of Finance set a realistic goal for when these asks are going to be reduced or eliminated and how we might actually achieve that? Thank you, Madam Chair. 
CHARIPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Thank you. Minister of Finance. 
HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, Madam Chair. Madam Chair, we are as a government working towards a position where right now the health authority does run a deficit budget, most ‑‑ well, all departments and agencies do not. So we are trying to put ourselves into a position where the health and social services authorities would be in the same position, namely, not running any form of deficit budget. But before we do that, we are wanting to do the work that's happening both within the authority of the public administrator to determine the appropriate complement of staffing, for one, but also work that's happening in the system sustainability unit to do the necessary data collection to see things like medical travel and whether or not there's some efficiencies to be found, then hopefully come up with what will be an effective number and meaningful number so that the authorities can still function and provide services that they need to. Thank you. 
CHARIPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Thank you. Any further questions? Does the committee agree? 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Supplementary Estimates (Operations Expenditures and Borrowing Authorization), No. 3, 2024‑2025, Department of Health and Social Services, total department not previously authorized, $27,512,000. Does the committee agree? 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Members, there is a schedule on page 4 that details borrowing authorization and on page 6, that details the supplementary reserve impact. Are there any questions about these schedules? 
Seeing no further questions, please turn to page 5. Government of the Northwest Territories Supplementary Estimates (Operations Expenditures and Borrowing Authorization), No. 3, 2024‑2025. Department of Finance, revised borrowing authorization, total government borrowing authorization, proposed adjustments, $5,954,000. Does the committee agree? 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Thank you, committee. Do you agree that you have concluded consideration of Tabled Document 386‑20(1), Supplementary Estimates (Operations Expenditures and Borrowing Authorization), No. 3, 2024‑2025? Member for Inuvik Boot Lake. 
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MR. RODGERS: Thank you, Madam Chair. Madam Chair, I move that this committee defer further consideration of Tabled Document 386‑20(1), Supplementary Estimates (Operations Expenditures and Borrowing Authorization), No. 3, 2024‑2025, at this time. Thank you, Madam Chair.
CHARIPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): The motion is in order. To the motion. 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Question has been called. All those in favour? All those opposed? The motion is carried. Consideration of Tabled Document 386‑20(1), Supplementary Estimates (Operations Expenditures and Borrowing Authorization), No. 3, 2024‑2025, is deferred. 
‑‑‑Carried 
Thank you, Minister, and thank you to the witnesses for appearing before us. Sergeant‑at‑Arms, please escort the witnesses from the chamber.
 Committee, we have agreed to consider Tabled Document 387‑20(1), Supplementary Estimates (Infrastructure Expenditures), No. 2, 2025‑2026. Thank you, Minister. Does the Minister of Finance wish to bring witnesses forward? 
HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Yes, please, Madam Chair. 
CHARIPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Does the committee agree? 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Thank you. Sergeant‑at‑Arms, would you please escort the witnesses into the chamber. Thank you. Would the Minister please introduce her witnesses. 
HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, Madam Chair. Madam Chair, back again, on my left is Bill McKay, the deputy minister of the Department of Finance. On my right, Mandi Bolstad is the deputy secretary to the Financial Management Board.
CHARIPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Committee has agreed to forego opening comments and general comments. Does the committee agree to proceed to the detail contained in the tabled document? 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Committee, we will begin with page 5 with the Department of Infrastructure, Supplementary Estimates (Infrastructure Expenditures), No. 2, 2025‑2026. Department of Infrastructure, operations expenditures, energy and strategic initiatives, not previously authorized, $12 million. Does the committee agree. 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Supplementary Estimates, (Infrastructure Expenditures), No. 2, 2025‑2026, Department of Infrastructure, operations expenditures, total department not previously authorized, $12 million. Does the committee agree? 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Committee, we will now consider the Department of Education, Culture and Employment on page 6. 
Supplementary Estimates (Infrastructure Expenditures), No. 2, 2025‑2026, Department of Education, Culture and Employment, capital investment expenditures, language and culture, not previously authorized, $2 million. Does the committee agree. 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Supplementary Estimates (Infrastructure Expenditures), No. 2, 2025‑2026, Department of Education, Culture and Employment, capital investment expenditures, total department not previously authorized, $2 million. Does the committee agree? 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Committee, we will now consider the Department of Environment and Climate Change on page 7. Supplementary Estimates (Infrastructure Expenditures), No. 2, 2025‑2026. Department of Environment and Climate Change, capital investment expenditures, corporate management, not previously authorized $850,000. Does the committee agree? 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Supplementary Estimates (Infrastructure Expenditures), No. 2, 2025‑2026, Department of Environment and Climate Change, capital expenditures, total department not previously authorized, negative $850,000. Does the committee agree? 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Committee, we will now consider the Department of Finance on page 8. Supplementary Estimates (Infrastructure Expenditures), No. 2, 2025‑2026. Department of Finance, capital investment expenditures, Office of the Chief Information Officer, not previously authorized, negative $273,000. Does the committee agree? 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Supplementary Estimates (Infrastructure Expenditures), No. 2, 2025‑2026. Department of Finance, capital investment expenditures, total department not previously authorized, negative $273,000. Does the committee agree? 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Committee, we will now consider the Department of Industry, Tourism and Investment on page 9. 
Supplementary Estimates (Infrastructure Expenditures), No. 2, 2025‑2026. Department of Industry, Tourism and Investment, capital investment expenditures, minerals and petroleum resources, not previously authorized, $273,000. Does the committee agree? 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Supplementary Estimates (Infrastructure Expenditures), No. 2, 2025‑2026. Department of Industry, Tourism and Investment, capital investment expenditures, total department not previously authorized, $273,000. Does the committee agree? 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Committee, we will now consider the Department of Infrastructure on page 10. 
Supplementary Estimates (Infrastructure Expenditures), No. 2, 2025‑2026. Department of Infrastructure, capital investment expenditures, asset management, not previously authorized, $11,400,000. Does the committee agree? 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Supplementary Estimates (Infrastructure Expenditures), No. 2, 2025‑2026. Department of Infrastructure, capital investments, energy and strategic initiatives, not previously authorized, negative $12 million. Does the committee agree? 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Supplementary Estimates (Infrastructure Expenditures), No. 2, 2025‑2026. Department of Infrastructure, capital investment expenditures, total department not previously authorized, negative $600,000. Does the committee agree? 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Members, there's a schedule on page 11 that details the impact on capital estimates. The schedule is not a voteable item and is included as information only. Are there any questions on this schedule? 
Seeing no further questions, as this is not a voteable item, we will continue on. 
Committee, do you agree that you have concluded consideration of Tabled Document 387‑20(1), Supplementary Estimates (Infrastructure Expenditures), No. 2, 2025‑2026? 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Member for Boot Lake. 
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MR. RODGERS: Thank you, Madam Chair. Madam Chair, I move that this committee defer further consideration of Tabled Document 387‑20(1), Supplementary Estimates (Infrastructure Expenditures), No. 2, 2025‑2026, at this time. Thank you, Madam Chair. 
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): The motion is in order. To the motion. 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Question.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Question has been called. All those in favour? All those opposed? The motion is carried. Consideration of Tabled Document 387‑20(1), Supplementary Estimates (Infrastructure Expenditures), No. 2, 2025‑2026, is deferred. 
‑‑‑Carried 
Thank you, Minister, and thank you to the witnesses for appearing before us. 
Committee, we have agreed to consider Tabled Document 388‑20(1), Supplementary Estimates (Infrastructure Expenditures), No. 2, 2025‑2026. Does the Minister of Finance wish to bring witnesses forward? 
HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Yes, Madam Chair. 
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Does the committee agree? 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Thank you. Would the Sergeant‑at‑Arms please escort the witnesses into the chamber. 
Thank you. Would the Minister please introduce her witnesses. 
HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, Madam Chair. On my left, deputy minister of finance, Bill MacKay. And on my right, deputy secretariat to the Financial Management Board Mandi Bolstad. 
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Committee has agreed to forego opening comments and general comments. Does the committee agree to proceed to the detail contained in the tabled document? 
SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Committee, we will begin on page 3 with the Department of Education, Culture and Employment. Supplementary Estimates (Operations Expenditures), No. 2, 2025‑2026. Department of Education, Culture and Employment, not previously authorized, $15,697,000. Member for Yellowknife North. 
MS. MORGAN: Thank you, Madam Chair. So regarding the $14 million that's being allocated to address gaps relating to educational support assistants, I understand that this is an attempt to fill some of the gaps left by the removal of Jordan's Principal funding. Can the Minister confirm how much of that $14 million has already been spent up to now? Thank you, Madam Chair. 
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Minister of Finance. 
HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, Madam Chair. Madam Chair, there have been a number of requests received, but my understanding is that they're not necessarily fully allocated yet. And so I don't have a final number in terms of the allocation. There is still some funding available even with the applications that have been received, but a good portion of it has already been applied for. Thank you, Madam Chair. 
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Member for Yellowknife North, do have you a follow‑up? 
MS. MORGAN: Thank you, Madam Chair. So does the Minister have a sense of what is the timeline for when education bodies that have applied for this funding, when those applications will be processed and how soon they would get an answer and actually get money in the door to be able to hire these educational support assistants? Thank you, Madam Chair. 
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Minister of Finance. 
HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, Madam Chair. Madam Chair, there's no delay in terms of receiving or processing per se. I understand that one element of the request is that there be some amount contributed from school boards, those that have surplus funding available to them within their own budgets and that there's some discussion happening with at least some of the school boards in this regard. So, again, until that discussion is concluded, that's the state of some of this. Others, I think, Madam Chair, my understanding is that the funding should be already processed and already flowing, and then there's some that just in terms of making sure that the allocation of funds under this program can apply to all of the different types of programs that may be affected by Jordan's Principle, which that one may be resting with us but I believe that that will be dealt with this week. So a few different reasons for why different school boards may not have received their funding yet. Thank you, Madam Chair. 
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Member for Yellowknife North. 
MS. MORGAN: Thank you, Madam Chair. And so the line item specifically says gaps relating to educational support assistants. Would this funding also ‑‑ could it be applied to not just EA's, educational assistants, but also other supports needed by education bodies, for example speech‑language pathologists, other sort of therapeutic supports? Can the Minister clarify what actually is eligible under this $14 million of funding? Thank you, Madam Chair. 
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Minister of Finance. 
HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, Madam Chair. Madam Chair, this particular gap‑filling exercise was focused on support assistants specifically. I understand there may be other work happening between education, culture and employment and health and social services to assist in the space of speech pathologists for example, but this specifically is for supporting of the support assistants. Thank you. 
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Thank you. Member from Yellowknife North. 
MS. MORGAN: Thank you, Madam Chair. So this other work that may be ongoing to address gaps left by the removal of Jordan's Principal funding around therapeutic supports like speech‑language pathologists, is there money planned for that? Is that located anywhere else in this supplementary budget, or is the government contemplating bringing forward another supplementary estimate in the next round? I'm glad to know that there's work underway, but I'm concerned if there is no money allocated or new money allocated then, and if we're just sort of shuffling around existing funding for education bodies then we might not be able to meaningfully fill those gaps for the therapeutic supports and the other kinds of things that Jordan's Principal was finding. Can the Minister clarify where that funding will come from? Thank you, Madam Chair.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Thank you. Minister of Finance. 
HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, Madam Chair. Madam Chair, when the federal government changed a program that was legislated earlier this spring, the resulting impacts to just the education system alone, not including necessarily what may have been funded under sort of a more health care sort of focus, but this left a gap of $58.6 million, which is one that built up over the course of several years as school boards became more aware about Jordan's Principal and were able to develop programs to support Indigenous students. And so when the changes came down that altered the way in which school boards could line up to apply, the gap was huge. Now, there's been some modifications, I understand, coming from the federal government. This is not ‑‑ I'm not in a position here in the context of the supplementary appropriation process to speak to what the federal government has modified in the intervening months following some significant advocacy by many leaders. Certainly happy, I'm sure ‑‑ I'm sure the Minister would be happy to speak to it, but ‑‑ so this, simply put, does not fill all of the gaps from Jordan's Principal, not by a stretch, but this is really meant to focus in on one very specific area which is support assistants which was an area that we were concerned was not ‑‑ that needed to get dealt with as early as possible before the school year because of the concern that folks who were in these roles may well leave or be in different positions. So that is all that this is meant to cover, and it's only meant to cover the ones, again, for this coming year who were immediately affected. Some school boards have multi‑year funding. They wouldn't be under this program because this isn't sort of for those that are denied their applications by the federal government. Thank you, Madam Chair. 
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Member for Yellowknife North. 
MS. MORGAN: Thank you, Madam Chair. So I do appreciate that clarification, and we'll have to follow up in the coming days or weeks about how those gaps can be addressed. 
Finally, I just wanted to ask about for us to not fully lose sight of the second item there which is funding to support the national school food program agreement. And I understand that this is offset by federal revenues. Can the Minister explain whether that money then will be able to cover school ‑‑ well, what exactly it covers. Are we now going to ensure that there are meals being provided in every school in the territory? Thank you, Madam Chair. 
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Thank you. Minister of Finance. 
HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, Madam Chair. Madam Chair, there is ‑‑ I would sort of direct, if you may, the Member and others interested to the Healthy Food for Learning foods program that is in the national school food program which has a one‑year action plan here for 2024‑2025. That is now being actioned and funded through this funding, and then the funding is allocated to different education bodies at different rates depending upon the I presume the size, although again I don't have the breakdown as to exactly whether it's entirely based on, you know, just pure numbers or some other qualitative assessment. But it is allocated by education body across the Northwest Territories and what each body then does with that, again, I would point back to the school action ‑‑ or sorry, the food action plan. But I can't say exactly as to what each individual education authority might be doing with their funding. Thank you. 
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Next I have Member for Monfwi. 
MRS. WEYALLON ARMSTRONG: Thank you. Thank you, Madam Chair. Well, first, I want ask the Minister why Jordan's Principal application were denied in Yellowknife if they had ‑‑ yes, I want to ask why, if they know, why was denied. 
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Thank you. Minister of Finance. 
HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, Madam Chair. Madam Chair, I mean if I might be so bold as to say I don't know why any Jordan's Principal funding application that was coming from a school professional, who would have presumably understood and known the needs of the children that are in their care for the full day, would be denied on behalf of Indigenous children in the Northwest Territories. Our government did not make that decision. The federal government made that decision. That said, they are working, I believe, towards finding a path that will modify some of the changes that were made back in the spring. I can't speak for the federal government. They have their own budget coming out in less than a month. Hopefully, in that budget we will see some changes therein. This has been an issue raised by a number of leaders, ourselves at the Council of Leaders table, pointing out that the political organization of the North is different and that the way that the Jordan's Principal funding was coming through needs to be recognized for that and, again, hoping that we will see some modification in their approach. Thank you. 
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Thank you. Member for Monfwi. 
MRS. WEYALLON ARMSTRONG: Thank you. Okay, because I know this $14 million came about because the majority of the people ‑‑ or majority of the positions affected Yellowknife school. You know, like, I think we were talking about, like, 75 positions that were affected. And I have an issue with that, you know. If we don't know why $14 million ‑‑ or why JP application were denied in ‑‑ especially in Yellowknife, was never a major issue for us in small communities because we know the majority of the ‑‑ are Indigenous, so it's being utilized well. So why are we spending $14 million? So where is this $14 million going to come from? Thank you. 
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Minister of Finance. 
HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, Madam Chair. Madam Chair, this came forward through the Department of Education, Culture and Employment to support the fact that Indigenous children in schools across the Northwest Territories were going to be very directly impacted. 205 positions from across the Northwest Territories were being immediately affected with this first year of denials coming from the federal government. And there were certainly a large number of students affected here in Yellowknife because there's a great deal of Indigenous students here in Yellowknife. We have 50 percent of the population. So while it may not be a majority Indigenous community, there's a lot of Indigenous students here, the highest number of any capital city anywhere in Canada. Beyond that, the Beaufort Delta was the second highest number that were being immediately affected because those school boards did not have multi‑year funding or their funding programs had expired this year. But those that didn't experience these changes this year were certainly going to be facing that next year. So this is a gap‑filling exercise for the moment. Again, we're looking to the federal government to reconsider how they can, you know, get back to the core principles, Jordan's Principle, which is to ensure that Indigenous students wherever they may be, whether it's in a capital city or otherwise, all have access to the kinds of programs and services that we know that they need. 
Madam Chair, I'm certainly happy to get a breakdown, but I ‑‑ again, I don't know to what extent the boards want that to be necessarily a public number. So I'll just want to make sure that I'm not sharing information on behalf of school boards that they don't want me to, but I can certainly get it to MLAs. Thank you.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Thank you. Member for Monfwi. 
MRS. WEYALLON ARMSTRONG: Thank you. Okay, well, we know that the majority of the positions are going to be allocated in Yellowknife, you know, so we know that, you know. So I just wanted to ask another one too is that is this going to be one‑time funding, or is the government going to permanently fund this? Thank you. 
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Minister of Finance. 
HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, Madam Chair. Right now, this is a one‑time funding situation. And I realize I failed to ask one of the other questions on the last round as to where it's coming from. This is being debt funded. We are not in a position where we have excess money in the education system. We are looking for, and we've made that very clear to the federal government. So there already have been, I understand, some changes and some modifications where they will accept individual applications that come through a school board but, again, this is their program, and I'm hesitant to say what changes they have made or will make. But, really, Madam Chair, the focus here is on Indigenous northern students. This is who are ‑‑ these are the students that are losing the funding. Again, 25,000 people live in the city of Yellowknife, and I think approximately 30 percent of them are Indigenous Northerners. So to the extent that those children are affected first, they are affected first. The Beaufort Delta is second in line right now, though. They have a large number of children that were affected. And it really ‑‑ this is a gap‑filler but it's really a line of sight on the federal government to say we cannot continue to support this. It was a legislated program, and it was put in place because we all recognize, I believe, that Indigenous children have been historically and systemically not given the same opportunities that non‑Indigenous children have. So, again, I'll stop there, Madam Chair. Again, my frustration on this one is that despite a lot of requests, that we are still waiting to see what the federal government might do. Again, I'm hopeful that we will see some changes that make this not a program that the GNWT has to take on. Thank you. 
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. Member for Monfwi.
MRS. WEYALLON ARMSTRONG: I see it says here, you know, service gap relating to educational support assistants. Why, why only this? Why not on speech and language, OT, etcetera, to help improve the outcome of our students, the educational outcome for our students, especially those starting at elementary, JK? The overall picture here should have been focusing on improving the education outcome. You know, in small communities we have on average less than 50 percent graduation rate compared to over 80 percent in Yellowknife, you know. The outcome for YK is better than small communities, and we know it has always been like that with funding allocations. The federal government gives the money to the territorial government and once it gets distributed to the small communities, we get a small portion. It's always been like that. We always been a disadvantage and I am, you know, kind of disappointed because now this $14 million came about to support larger regional centre. If this was already happening in small communities, I don't think we would get that attention. If Yellowknife graduation rate was low, it would get national attention. And what do we get? We get nothing. You know, like, I mean, here we're ‑‑ our young people leaving high school. They all ‑‑ all of them, the majority of them, enter high school or college going upgrading. There's, you know, OCAP and UCAP through Aurora College. And it doesn't look good. It doesn't look good. It's just that it should have been the focus right from beginning when they're allocating money. We shouldn't have to fight for this money. But we are, you know, and it's disappointing. I am disappointed with that because I think small ‑‑ the results, the educational outcome should have been the focus, central focus. There's no way that, you know ‑‑ it's hard for us. It's going to be hard for us now because we lack a lot of services. It's going to be hard for us, for our young people, who are the future generation, to catch up. 
Now I heard from one of my constituents who used to live in Yellowknife. She had to relocate to larger region ‑‑ larger centre down south just so that ‑‑ because Yellowknife failed to meet her needs through JP program. Now she's going further south with her child. And small community, they go to Yellowknife because the services are better. Now it's the other way around that a lot of our young people are ‑‑ or our families or the families are going south for better services. So it's just that I think if they're fighting for ‑‑ if they're going to be doing this, they should have been doing more for small communities, more emphasis should have been given for more program and services at the school level because we are ‑‑ our young people are always going to be at disadvantage. Small communities are always going to be at disadvantage. It's just ‑‑ I don't agree with it, I don't like it, because it's putting a lot of your young people at risk and we're putting their life on hold, and it's just ‑‑ it's a disaster. For me it is, you know. It's just not right what we're doing here just because the $14 million ‑‑ the larger part, it affects Yellowknife. That's why. So I don't really agree with this or, you know ‑‑ it just doesn't sit well with me. Thank you. 
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Minister of Finance. 
HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, Madam Chair. Madam Chair, the item that came forward from education, culture, employment in response to the federal government's decision to take away money from Indigenous students did not apply to Yellowknife exclusively. It does not apply to any individual community or education body exclusively. It is for school boards who are being denied their funding that they were receiving through Jordan's Principal. If a school board is being denied funding anywhere in the Northwest Territories, they can apply to this fund. It so happens that the two largest school boards in Yellowknife, one of them is not eligible because they are not right now under ‑‑ well, they are under a multi‑year program and so they are not applying. One of them was under a single‑year program, and they are applying. But as I said, Beaufort Delta is another one of the larger centres that is seeing themselves ‑‑ finding themselves first affected by the federal government's program cut changes. But, Madam Chair, I don't want to spend a lot of time on this. I see the time on the clock has gone. I can't say enough that even in Yellowknife the numbers came out earlier this spring with respect to graduation rates and success rates of students. Indigenous students in Yellowknife do not perform as well as the non‑Indigenous students, and they deserve to have every opportunity as well. Thank you, Madam Chair. 
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Thank you. Next, I have Member for Range Lake. 
MR. TESTART: Oh, thank you. Thank you, Madam Chair. I thought I heard Great Slave but thank you very much for the opportunity to ask questions. 
So I too want to query the Minister about this subsidy program for the service gap related to Jordan's Principal funding. Jordan's Principal funding is fundamental to our schools in the Northwest Territories. That's how it's been described by both ‑‑ well, I think the Minister at the table and the Minister of education, Minister of health, to the point where it is being referred to as foundational. So I think that creates a challenge because, one, I get the advocacy to the federal government saying this is not optional, you need to step up and continue to deliver the service that you've been providing to support our schools. But if they do withdraw it, then it puts us in a difficult situation if we're maintaining it's foundational to our education system but we can't afford it. So I think we're going to have to take a broader look depending on how these changes go. 
So the first thing I want to ask is just a comment the Minister made ‑‑ and I don't have the benefit of Hansard, but it was along the lines of there may be some JP funding change discussion that might be had but not here on this item, but to the Minister of education I just want to clarify, is that just if we want to ask questions about Jordan's Principal, it would be better suited for the Minister of education, or is there new information to share that we can expect in the coming days? Thank you, Madam Chair. 
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Minister of Finance. 
HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, Madam Chair. Madam Chair, I mean, I appreciate the question. I do think that's an important question to ask. It's probably a question to ask to the federal minister. So, I mean, we were just there, all of Cabinet, Council of Leaders met with Minister Gull‑Masty, met with Minister Chartrand and, you know, the indications seemed to be that they've heard us because it's certainly not by any stretch the first time that they've heard any one of a number of Ministers saying, you know, this was a legislated program that the federal government came and brought about. No indication that when the program review, you know, for probably not unreasonable grounds was going to come forward as it ‑‑ you know, there's certainly stories or anecdotes that seem to suggest the program wasn't being always effectively used. But there's lots of opportunity to show where it was being well used. So we seem to be getting the sense, I would venture to say, from our federal counterparts, we've heard you, you know. We understand that the North is different, we want to respond to the North being different, but as for what that's going to look like, it's gone a little bit quiet and I suspect it's because they have a budget coming out November 4th. So maybe someone will hear more in the coming days. It would likely go first to our education Minister if it does. But at this moment in time, I don't think I have anything more on that one. Thank you. 
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Thank you. Member for Range Lake. 
MR. TESTART: Thank you, Madam Chair. Well, I appreciate that answer. I would love to ask those questions to the federal Ministers directly, so I'll take that as an invitation to join the Minister on the next trip to Ottawa. That's what ‑‑ I think that's what I heard, but I'll follow up with her. Maybe they will this time. 
Okay, so ‑‑ okay, the total ‑‑ we just heard the total amount for JP funding last year was $58.6 million. So if we ‑‑ do we have a calculation for ‑‑ if we remove the multi‑year funding that is not being lost, so for school districts like Yellowknife Catholic schools that have multi‑year arrangements that aren't lapsing, do we know what that looks like? Like, what was the anticipated amount of Jordan's Principal funding that we are covering or that has created the gap? What is the total quantum, financial quantum of the gap? Thank you, Madam Chair. 
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Thank you. Minister of Finance. 
HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, Madam Chair. I don't have that. The $58.6 million number that I had put forward is based on the current fiscal year and really for education authorities only. And when adding in 2025‑2026 but then also considering that there would have been some elements, for example, if there's diagnostic services or treatment services or care, health care related services, I don't have that number. So the number certainly does start to grow when we add all of that in. I can see if we can put that together. It may be that it is ‑‑ I don't have in front of me right now. Thank you. 
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Thank you. Member for Range Lake. 
MR. TESTART: Thank you, Madam Chair. And I appreciate ‑‑ just to be clear, I will ‑‑ I mean, I'm going to continue to ask questions, but I appreciate this emergency funding, and I support it. I think it came a little late, and it's still ‑‑ until we know what that total quantum is, it's unclear whether $14 million is a significant amount. So my other question related to this is there's strings attached to this money. The Minister spoke to some of the eligibility requirements. But one of them is that education bodies have to first use their surpluses. So do we know how much surplus money is being spent alongside this $14 million? So how much surplus from the education bodies is being spent alongside the $14 million? Thank you. 
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Minister of Finance. 
HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, Madam Chair. Madam Chair, so that would depend, I think, on the individual education bodies. I was ‑‑ let me see if ‑‑ yes, I mean, it's certainly ‑‑ there's an understanding of ‑‑ my understanding ‑‑ sorry, is that there is work being done with each applicant to determine, firstly, if they have some surplus funding available to them but then also what their own expenditure plans may be. And certainly not wanting to ‑‑ certainly by no means a matching criteria, like a one‑for‑one, but I don't know that there's a specific ‑‑ or there is not a specific number that I can provide. Thank you.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Member for Range Lake. 
MR. TESTART: Thank you. And I know it's not matching, but the criteria is very much dependent on you use your surplus before you get to these numbers. And that has caused consternation from some school education bodies who have expressed concern about this. And I want to stress that education bodies are not in a position to criticize programs every time I've met with them regardless of where they're at in the territory or which region they serve. It is very clear that this is a ‑‑ you know, they have a lot of needs and students with a lot of needs and are chronically underfunded. So anytime funding comes along, they're not going to say bad things about it, but they may offer a criticism. And in a CBC article on September 22nd, the South Slave Divisional Education Council spoke to this surplus requirement as a, quote: This would set us up for failure. The YK1 said, quote: I basically applied on a hope and a prayer to see if we'd be eligible for anything. So those kind of statements in contrast to this do cause me concern because that does not sound like there's a clear pathway for the eligibility requirements. So do we know how this money is going to break down by regions? I mean, my colleague from Monfwi asked some pretty pointed questions about this too, about where this money is going. So let's just ‑‑ how are we going to account for this? I'm assuming we'll see it in the public accounts in some form but, like, are we going to see it in the education bodies? Are they going to be reporting on it? Like, how can we get a wrap‑up to make sure that this is maximizing impact? And some of these unanswered questions about, like, how many surplus dollars are coming forward, which students are being affected; everything we basically said today, how can we see that at the end of the day? Because right now there ‑‑ I don't think this is as transparent as it ought to be. And, again, I will join the chorus of everyone here, I think, saying this is a responsibility to the federal government and it was a very bad decision for the North to do what they did, but right now we're talking about this program and how we're using it to maximize the benefits to northern students. So if the Minister can tackle some of those issues. Thank you. 
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Minister of Finance. 
HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, Madam Chair. So I'll say at the outset I am trying to avoid saying exactly the number that the boards don't want to spend. I don't necessarily have their blessing to say those numbers that are on the floor for them or that are before them for decisions. So what I can say is this, that right now what was requested in order to participate in this program which, again, is, you know, us stepping in for the federal government when we're really ill‑funded to do so. So I hear the frustration, and I appreciate the frustration from the boards, but we also weren't expecting to be filling rather the significant gap on just a few months' notice when we were already through our main estimates process. But what's required is really, firstly, the confirmation that an application to the federal government's been denied. Secondly, a specific number that's being requested, so how many positions are being requested, including where they were at in terms of the salary level. And then last but not least is this issue of a confirmation that if there is some surplus available to the board and that there's some amount from that that's being allocated based on the number of support positions that they're looking to use. So that's where ‑‑ when I'm saying there's not a specific formula or a number, it's because it's dependent upon how much of a surplus a particular board has, how many positions they're looking to fund, and also ensuring that any request to use that surplus wouldn't impact expenditure projects. So particularly if the surplus is being used, for example, to replace a roof or do something else, wanting to avoid dipping into that. That's the system now. I'll stop there for the clock. Thank you, Madam Chair. 
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Thank you. Member for Range Lake. 
MR. TESTART: Thank you. I just think we need to have some very clear reporting on it just so we understand it. But maybe that is a question for the education Minister. 
Finally, I guess if we could put it into terms, we often ask this, like how much money is represented when it's being spent on staffing in particular or programs, how much does it actually represent. So out of $14 million, how many EAs is that employing or EA positions is that creating? Thank you. 
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Minister of Finance. 
HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, Madam Chair. I mean, it would be sort of upwards of 170 is the best estimate I can have right now. I mean, and again, that would depend on the final applications. But the projection of the $14 million is that it should cover 172 based on average costs. But, again, my hesitancy just being depending on whether or not school boards are able to help support this gap from the exercise, that may fund more positions. Thank you. 
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Thank you. Next, I have Member for YK Centre. 
MR. HAWKINS: Thank you, Madam Chair. I think most of my questions largely have been answered by my colleagues here, but I'll just clarify just one point because it sounded like it was folding into the question and folding out of the question, which is even though this is educational assistant money, is some of it intended for Jordan's Principal money in that? Thank you. 
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Minister of Finance. 
HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, Madam Chair. To the extent that Jordan's Principal system was being previously used to support these education assistants, then yes. Thank you.
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Thank you. Member for YK Centre. 
MR. HAWKINS: Thank you for that. Will it come with the same types of restrictions? Jordan Principal money was intended for Indigenous students. So if they were offering, say, PT or speech, language, etcetera, for students in the context of ensuring that no child is, say, being held back adversely, of course, they were informed that they couldn't use the programming for other kids in need. Does that type of same restrictions come forward if there's no negative ill effects of the time they'll be (audio). Thank you. 
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Thank you. Minister of Finance. 
HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, Madam Chair. So, again, one of the stipulated requirements was to provide the application that went to the federal government for Jordan's Principal. So, you know, again, that is bound up within the application process here. Thank you, Madam Chair. 
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Thank you. Member for Yellowknife Centre. 
MR. HAWKINS: Yeah, thank you. I apologize, I maybe have heard half the answer there. What I'd like to say is maybe ‑‑ if I restated the question differently, maybe I'll get the same answer, and that'll be fine too, which is the ‑‑ essentially, are they able to bleed coverage? In other words, take more kids on that are non‑Indigenous in this regard? So in other words, if a PT specialist through the Jordan's Principal money that we're covering to the extent of what you can find has openings, are they allowed to offer it? Because previously they weren't allowed to extend the services, and that was a ‑‑ ensuring enough kids get supports. And, again, I'm underscoring heavily that it's not an intention of trying to scoop anyone's opportunities. I'm saying can they be ‑‑ can they use some of ‑‑ utilize some of those services whilst they're there? Thank you. 
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Minister of Finance. 
HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, Madam Chair. So, again, Madam Chair, the application process is one that goes through the same as it would have been for Jordan's Principal which is that it needs to demonstrate that the students are ‑‑ or that the application is one focused on Indigenous students. I mean, the reality is more resources in a school are more resources in a school, but to the extent that there's going to be students or education assistants assigned more directly to Indigenous students, then right now if there's one teacher with no education assistants in a classroom, if there's a majority of Indigenous students there, or one education assistant, they may now have more that can then focus exclusively on Indigenous students and that would theoretically free up the others. But I hope that kind of gets at what the Member's asking. Thank you. 
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Member for YK Centre. 
MR. HAWKINS: Yeah, I'm not ‑‑ I'm hoping the Minister, because she's ‑‑ because most of these questions aren't really for her in a sense. I mean, these are application questions that go down the line. I just ‑‑ I'm just thinking of reasonable use and good management of resources. Certainly not taking away from the intent (audio) so. 
So are we ‑‑ is the Minister familiar with how many educational assistants will be able to come back given the fact that this particular money has been somewhat reinstated? Thank you. 
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Minister of Finance. 
HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, Madam Chair. Unfortunately, I can't say with certainty. I mean, obviously the first step is for the boards to confirm the acceptance of a contribution agreement for the funding, which as was noted earlier there are still some boards that are in discussions with ECE as to whether or what amount of a surplus would be appropriate for them to provide in support of this program. So until that is concluded, I won't have a number as to how many are, in fact, successful in being hired or rehired. Thank you. 
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Member for YK Centre. 
MR. HAWKINS: Thank you for that. All surpluses aren't created equal. So have you targeted or defined what type of surplus? You could have, like, a capital surplus, an operational surplus, a surplus for this program, a surplus for that program. I mean, is the expectation that they raid the coffee surplus fund? Like, I mean ‑‑ like, is it every single surplus, or has it been defined? Thank you. 
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Minister of Finance. 
HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, Madam Chair. So Madam Chair, I'm not sure if I have that level of the operational details of this plan here in front of me. I'll just simply to ‑‑ I believe this would be really an operational sort of level discussion and perhaps even bring it down into the departments. It was ‑‑ again, I acknowledge that certainly not every surplus is necessarily created equal. School bodies do get their funding via the school funding framework and formula, and that does give them some flexibility to maintain their surplus so that they can obviously, you know, within appropriate parameters, but even those surpluses themselves are subject to some restrictions. So, you know, again, my ‑‑ you know, my understanding on this front, and to be clear, is that what is being asked of them is not to impact on infrastructure plans, capital plans, or any existing operational matters to which the funding was already planned or dedicated. It was really where it's sort of being held as a rainy day fund that would be ‑‑ for instance, would be where there'd be a request to support the program through the use of those rainy day funds. That means that this is really a rather rainy day when we are losing this funding. Thank you. 
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Member for Yellowknife Centre. 
MR. HAWKINS: Yeah, my concern, of course, is good management, stewardship of public dollars even at the school board level, which is certainly an important level. Encouraging good management to create surpluses for the rainy day seems almost like a why bother at this point if we know that they're just going to come take it and tell us to spend it otherwise. So it almost seems like a disenfranchised principle for those who'd managed well and those who've spend. So if you've spent, you get rewarded with more money. And if you saved and trimmed and nipped, well, we're just going to take it away from you anyway. So it just ‑‑ it feels that way. Just to clarify, how many EA positions are represented by the, and I quote, this service gap? If she could help with that. Thank you. 
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Minister of Finance. 
HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, Madam Chair. Madam Chair, every dollar that we are speaking about, whether it's potentially the $14 million that we're requesting here now or every dollar that flows through education, culture and employment to the boards are public funds that are appropriated here for the purposes of delivering education. So I, you know, certainly would suggest that to the extent that a school board has some additional capacity, when there's a rainy day this may itself be the rainy day. So they would then potentially have more ability to draw a larger number of education assistants under the current situation we all find ourselves in. 
Now, as for a grand total, as I say the $14 million was estimated to cover roughly 172 different positions. I believe there's well over 200 ‑‑ upwards of 200 positions if I recall correctly. If I'm incorrect about that, Madam Chair, I will certainly correct myself. 205, actually, is the number I'm getting that were affected just for the EA positions. Thank you, Madam Chair. 
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Thank you. Member for Yellowknife Centre. 
MR. HAWKINS: Can the department provide the breakdown of where those EA positions were lost or prescribed to in the context of where the $14 million is supporting the 172 hopefully to return? 
And lastly, is there any accounting for that ‑‑ when you do that exercise, can you also inform us on the accounting of how many have actually returned? 
And I'll wrap this up, Madam Chair, because time's running out, and I guess my questions are too, but the point being is in this money, you know, we wish it could have been ‑‑ we wish the conversation could have started in June, and even if it ‑‑ in this particular case, it may have made sense to inform us and said, hey, we have to proceed by special warrant to protect these jobs, and we will account for it in a wholesome form in the fall, as we are today. And the reason I say that is because my fear was at the time is when we're told we're going to lose all these positions, you know, the sky is falling and how long can you sit there if you've got a mortgage, you've got child payments, you've got kids who want dentists, and goodness, they may even want Christmas presents in the fall or birthday presents and all those things. You've got to make life plans in other words, and you can't just sit and hope that somebody will come in. Today is October 20th. If you are an educational assistant waiting for the last week of August to roll around to confirm if you had your job, I'm just going to round numbers and say you're probably close to seven weeks late on being employed, unless someone ‑‑ so I think, really, what I'm trying to underscore is I'd be surprised if most of them waited. You know, if they found jobs in the GNWT, the federal government, other provinces, in other words left or private industry, I mean, it would be pretty tough for someone to come back. So if there's any way to do an accounting on ‑‑ out of the 172 that were initially lost, how many returned, that would be really a great appreciation from a context of understanding the impact this has had. That could also lend to your argument moving forward, how that's helped negatively impress upon our economy. Thank you. 
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Minister of Finance.
HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, Madam Chair. Madam Chair, so there was certainly some initial efforts made by education, culture and employment to gather details from education bodies as to what their needs would potentially be with the loss of their individual Jordan's Principle application funding. Obviously, each one having their own specific applications in and outstanding, and some were still being approved and some were not. So efforts to that regard began in June. And then this matter came first to the Financial Management Board and then comes at the first opportunity for a session, which is here. But, you know, again, certainly happy to try to parse out some of those numbers for the Member. 
Again, just the same note I made earlier, I would want to confirm with ECE that we are sharing information that is about the boards' structures and not doing that in a way that would in any way cause them any consternation. But subject to that, we can share that information. Thank you. 
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): Thank you. Next, I have Member for Inuvik Boot Lake. 
MR. RODGERS: Thank you, Madam Chair. Madam Chair, I move the chair rise and report progress. Thank you. 
CHAIRPERSON (Mrs. Yakeleya): There's a motion on the floor to report progress. The motion is in order and non‑debatable. All those in favour? All those opposed? Motion is carried. 
‑‑‑Carried 
I will now rise and report progress.
MR. SPEAKER: Reports of Committee of the Whole. Member from the Deh Cho.
[bookmark: _Toc212640033]Report of Committee of the Whole
MRS. YAKELEYA: Mr. Speaker, your committee has been considering Bill 21, Bill 22, Bill 28, Tabled Document 386‑20(1), Tabled Document 387‑20(1), and Tabled Document 388‑20(1), and would like to report progress with two motions carried and that Bills 2021‑2022, and 28 are ready for third reading. And, Mr. Speaker, I move that the report of the Committee of the Whole be concurred with. 
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member from the Deh Cho. Could I have a seconder? Well, let's just pick on the lady from Inuvik Twin Lakes. I mean, lady from ‑‑ the Minister ‑‑ or the Member from Inuvik Twin Lakes. There we go, got it right. The one that's turning red over there. All those in favour? All those opposed? All those abstaining? The motion is carried unanimously. It's going to still be the same result. Reports of Committee of the Whole. Third reading of bills. 
Orders of the day, Mr. Clerk. 
[bookmark: _Toc96983948][bookmark: _Toc158116745][bookmark: _Toc212640034]Orders of the Day
DEPUTY CLERK OF THE HOUSE (Mr. Harjot Sidhu): Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Orders of the day for Tuesday, October 21st, 2025, at 1:30 p.m. 
1. Prayer or Reflection
2. Ministers’ Statements
3. Members’ Statements
4. Recognition of Visitors in the Gallery 
5. Reports of Committees on the Review of Bills 
6. Reports of Standing and Special Committees 
7. Returns to Oral Questions
8. Acknowledgements
9. Oral Questions
10. Written Questions
11. Returns to Written Questions
12.  Replies to the Commissioner’s Address 
13. Petitions
14. Tabling of Documents
15. Notices of Motion
16.  Motions
17. Notices of Motion for First Reading of Bills
18. First Reading of Bills
19. Second Reading of Bills
- Bill 32, An Act to Amend the Public Service Act, No. 2
20. Consideration in Committee of the Whole of Bills and Other Matters
· Tabled Document 385-20(1), 2026-2027 Capital Estimates
· Tabled Document 386-20(1), Supplementary Estimates (Operations Expenditures and Borrowing Authorization), No. 3, 2024-2025
· Tabled Document 387-20(1), Supplementary Estimates (Infrastructure Expenditures), No. 2, 2025-2026
· Tabled Document 388-20(1), Supplementary Estimates (Operations Expenditures), No. 2, 2025-2026
21.  Report of Committee of the Whole
22. Third Reading of Bills
· Bill 21, An Act to Amend the Workers’ Compensation Act
· Bill 22, Legislation Act
· Bill 28, An Act to Amend the Student Financial Assistance, No. 2
23. Orders of the Day
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Mr. Clerk. This House stands adjourned until Tuesday, October 21st, 2025, at 1:30 p.m. 
---ADJOURNMENT
	The House adjourned at 5:56 p.m.
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